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Executive Summary

In 2016, the Royal Thai Governmeahtinues to pursue its strenuous drive to eliminate
trafficking in persons in Thailand. This has been a top national agenda and priority smeerthe
tol erance f or policshaas adopted byfthe Gdverrmgnd in 2014 as a linchpin in
the Gy e r n me n t Otctallyesliminate all ®rms$ af human trafficking, which is contrary to the
universal value of human digrtyd human righthat Thailand and the international community
hold dear

The preservation of human dignity from exploitatisrexemplified by human trafficking, is
an underlying and ongoing priority of the Government. From 2014 to 2016, the Government
sought to combat human trafficking by involving all stakeholders in-ariestdt approach that
translated policy intotaan and yielded tangible results.

POLICY

1) CONTINUING COMMITMENT AND DEDICATION TO ELIMINATING
TRAFFI CKI NG I N PERSONS. A 0ZERO TOLERANCEOG6 P

Throughout the year -Buinanérafficking measbies/fecusedmaent 06 s
several key policyréctions and implementatioriBhe Government substantially increased the
overall antthuman trafficking budget to support actions in all key areas.In implementing
and coordinating efforts, the Government set @toint Action Plan with measures caveg
all aspects of the afiman trafficking process. The Government also intensified legal reforms,
improving existing legislations and drafting new ones. To enhance effectiveness in prosecution, one
additional approach is thange the human traffickng trade from a low riskd high return
attraction into a high rigkno return proposition with a high cost of punishment. The integrated
database on human trafficking cases is now fully operational. The Government also emphasized a
victim-centered appoach, with particular focus owictim rehabilitation and witness
protection, along with greater incentives to encourage informant and withesses to come forward on
human trafficking cases. Concurrently, the Government also worked tolmtberderotection
and preventionmeasures to lessen the chance of trafficking in vulnerable groups. This included
undertaking several reforms to conform with international standards such as the relevant
International Labour Organization (ILO) Conventions. The gluéendpititese varied efforts
together was the adoption ofhalistic approach that streamlined the ahtiman trafficking
process and stimulated more effective coordination and cooperation between the various law
enforcement agencies to target offenders aredidiaries while also speeding up the prosecution
and conviction process. This was done in conjunctionclegh cooperation with partners
namely, foreign governments, the private sector, international organizations and civil society
organizations botin and outside Thailand.



2) CONSIDERABLE INCREASE IN RESOURCES AND BUDGET, WITH LARGEST
SHARE OF BUDGET SPENT ON PROSECUTION, PROTECTION & VICTIM -
CENTERED APPROACH AND PREVENTION

In FY 2016 (1 October 208330 September 2016), the Government continusapfuort
its anti-human trafficking priorities by allocating thetotal budget of 2,590.28 million THB
(74 million USD) for human trafficking and migrant labor issueswhich then rosefor FY
2017to 3,208.91million THB (91.68million USD), an increasef 2388 percent from 2016 Of
this, 625.75million THB (17.88million USD), or 19.51percent of the total budget, was
allocatedto the CommandCenterfor CombatindllegalFishing(CCCIF)for lllegal, Unreported
and Unregulated (IUU) fishing and human trafficking in the fishing industry. The budget
increaseand distributionexemplifieghe translationof policy into actionand the distributionof
greateresourceto theappropriateectors.

The Governmentllocated52.33 million THB (1.78 million USD) in F¥18 to agencies
working onProsecution of trafficking in persons (TIP) cases. This rose to 253.90 million THB
(7.25 million USD) in FY 2017, an increase of 307.35 peérheptosecutiobudgetin 2017gave
priority to the operationbudgetfor the Royal Thai Police (RTP) Anti-Trafficking Center,the
Thailand Internet Crimes Against Children (TICtagKforce,andthe Anti-Traffickingin Persons
Division (ATPD), includingexpenditurefor six surveillancéeamsjnvestigatiomunitsin 22 coastal
province andthe MarinePoliceunit to investigatéraffickingin the fisherysectorandIUU fishing
relatedasks.

For Protection, the budgetallocatedosefrom 115.81million THB (3.3million USD)in
FY 2016to 130.78million THB (3.7million USD)in FY 2017 anincreas®f 12.92percent. Key
protectioninitiativesdonein 2016includethe provisionof more employmenbpportunitiesfor
victimsinsideandoutsidethe shelterspermittingmigranttraffickingvictimsandwitnesseto stayin
Thailandfor up to 2 yearsdraftingthe Guidelinego EnhanceEfficiencyof Human Trafficking
Victim Identification,implementingconcretemeasurego protect all withessessettingup an
additionalC h i | dAdvecadyCGenterThailand(ACT) in Pattayaand improvingcapacit of all
officialsd law enforcementind administratived operatingin humantrafficking casesincluding
interpreters.

In Prevention the budgetallocatedosefrom 515.36million THB (14.7million USD) in
FY 2016to 584.4Imillion THB (16.7million USD)in FY 2017 anincreasef 12.96percent. This
reflectsthe ongoing commitmentto enhanceprevention programs,which in 2016 saw the
strengtheningf the labor managemensystemvia, amongothers,the MasterPlan for Labour
Managemerior 20170 2020andthe NationalStrategyor MigrantWorkerManagemerior 20170
2021 ,alongwith legalreformsandprogramdo reducevulnerabilitiegor migrantworkersywomen
andchildrenandregularizéhe movemenbf migrantworkerso comeandwork legallyin Thailarl
in orderto preventexploitatiorby recruitmenagenciesr brokers.



3) STEADILY REFORMING LEGISLATIONS TO BETTER FACILITATE LAW
ENFORCEMENT AND THE VICTIM -CENTERED APPROACH

Throughout 2016, the Government continuetetorm existing legislationsto improve
the law enforcement process and bédislitate the victim centered approachor victims of
trafficking and migrant workerSeven important legal reformsvere accomplished in 2016. Five
were new or revised laws, namely:

(1) Amendment to the Pevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act B.E.
2551 (3 Version), which entered into force as the Prevention and Suppression of Human
Trafficking Act B.E. 2560'{3/ersion) on 28 January 20TThe newrevision increadé he Act 0 s
clarity and opational efficiency;

(2) TheRoyal Ordinance Concerning Rules on Bringing Migrant Workers to Work
with the Employers in the Kingdom B.E. 2559 (2016yvhich entered into force on 16 August
2016 and is to help 1 mpr ove enhdeaand prevenbreigramta n a g ¢
workers from being exploited and becoming victims of forced labor or debt bondage,;

(3) TheHuman Trafficking Criminal Procedure Act, B.E. 25592016) which came
into effect on 25 May 2016 and aims to enhance the efficieneffeatideness of the judicial
process to cope with the complex nature of human trafficking;

(4) TheAmendment to the Labour Protection Act, B.E. 2541 (1998) relation to child
protection], to keep Thailand in line with international obligationsssiliéh @onvention No. 138
(Minimum Age Convention, 1973). It was passed by the National Legislative Assembly on
17 November 2016 and is awaiting publication in the Royal Thai Government Gazette to enter into
force;

(5) TheBeggar Control Act BE. 2559(2016) which came into effect on 28 July 2016, to
regulate the protection and quality of life development of beggars.

The sixth reform wagstifications of two important ILO Conventions namely the |
Occupational Safety and Health Convertian. 187 on 23 March 2016, ar
Labor Convention (MLC) 2006 on 7 June 2016. Finally, on 24 July 2016, Thailand deposited the
Instrument of Ratification of th&SEAN Convention against Trafficking in Persons,

Especially Women and Children ACTIP), the third ASEAN member country to do so.

4) HOLISTIC APPROACH AGAINST SEXUAL EXPLOITATION, FORCED LABOR,
CHILD LABOR, BEGGARS AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY HAVE ALLEVIATED
PROBLEMS SIGNIFICANTLY

Of the 333 trafficking cases investigated in 2016, 24velated to sexual exploitation, and
of the 75 cases in labor exploitation, 43 involved with workers in fishing sector. Therefore, it would
be fair to say thain terms of the different types of trafficking, sexual exploitation and labor
exploitation werthe most prominent in Thailand.

There were positive developments in terms of the-radabed number of beggars, child
labor and the use of children in pornography produdtior016, only 8 cases were related to
forced begging, and 3 were related tagheof children in pornography production



Thailand continues to work towards the goadliafinating the worst forms of child
labor by 2020 as e x e mpl i f" NatibnalbPglicyTahdaPiah ta Elihihate tHe Worst
Forms of Child Labor for 20292. The Ministry of Labour (MOL) has begun its collaboration
withtheLO and Thail andds Nat i on aronthPtogdt o sanduct a | of
Thail andds National Wor king Children Survey f

The Government set up tiéCAC in 2015. Basleon a U.S. model, the TICAC, currently
an ad hoc body, comprises of 220 police officers assigned to the task force to conduct both field
investigations and perform digital forensic investigations. It has been working directly with
Homeland Security Invegdtions (HSI) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the U.S.,
who help provide access to the National Center for Mission and Exploited Children (NCMEC)
database, to collaborate and shardimealinformation on reported cases of sexual extoit
online involving Thai and foreign nationals, which would then lead to further human trafficking
investigations. In 2016, 64 alleged incidents of child exploitation were reported, from which the
police found a total of 25 criminal offences, out aftwh8 cases are for the use of children in
pornography production, 4 cases are for child sexual abuse and 3 cases are for human trafficking.
A total of 24 alleged offenders were charged.

PROSECUTION

5) NUMBER OF CONVICTIONS INCREASED, WITH MORE SEVERE SENTENCES,
WHILE TIME SPENT ON PROSECUTING TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS CASES
REDUCED SIGNIFICANTLY

In 2015, Thailandchieved an important milestdoyehaving specialist trafficking agencies
in everstep of the criminal justice process and reducing significay , f or t he f i r st
history, the period of time spent on prosecuting human trafficking cases. This, coupled with the
completion of the integrated database on human trafficking cases, the creation of a new interagency
subcommittee to sgxifically tackle problems in prosecuting trafficking casgseatat efforts in
working with various law enforcement agencies, including administrative agencies like the Ministry
of Interior (MOI) and the AmdMoney Laundering Organization (AMLO), alesity partners in
the private sector and civil socidlgn-Governmental Organizations (NG@®)luded, to acquire
intelligence necessary for effective prosecution and systematically target trafficking syndicates
throughout the year 2016, has resultedignificant improvements in uncovering cases,
indictments, conviction rate and more severe sentences.

In 2016, the RTPuncovered and investigatedh total of 333 human trafficking cases
up by 4.8 percent from 317 in 2015, which, in turn, increased bgré8?2 fsom 280 in 2014.
The number of offendersarrested and charged in 2016 was 6@@mpared to 690 in 2015 and
442 in 20140ut of the 600 in 2016, 265 were male while 335 were fep#dl2 were Thais35
Myanmar nationals, 26 Cambodians, and 4lahsotiThe rest (i.e. 36) were other nationalities.
Looking at the overall trend, one can see that the number of cases against offenders have been

These ar@27 Vietnamese, 1 Filipinos, 2 Malaysians, 2 Uzbekistanis, 1 Swiss, 1 British, and 2 Sri Lankans



increasing since 2014, which reflects that the law enforcement officers have remained vigilant in
their effats to capture and prosecute those offenders. It should be noted, however, that the reason
the number of offenders arrested in 2015 was exceptionally high, was due to one major case, the
Rohingya case, which involved as many as 296 offenders.

The number d cases indictedby the public prosecutor increased every yeadn 2016,
there were 301 indictments compared to 251 cases in 2015, an increase of 19.92 percent, which was
in turn, also an increase of 8.7 percent in the year 2015, compared to the iR320¢dsEe
number of cases that were not indicted went down from 12 cases in 2015 to only 1 case in
2016with 9 cases still under consideration.

Overall, the year 2016 saw thmumber of human trafficking conviction of offenders
(268) increased by 30.percent compared to those convicted in 2015 (205). Particularly
noteworthy is the pattern of increase in the number of offenders sentenced to jail terms
longer than 2 years.33.5 percent (90 out of 268 cases) in 2016, compared to 28.7 percent (59 out
of 205 cases) in 2015, represents an increase of 4.8 percent (33.5 Z&icgmtrcent)The
number of offenders sentenced to jail terms longer than 5 years in 2016 was 36.5 pefé8nt
of 268 cases), compared to 29.2 percent (60 out of 205 cases)rapr&3&bting an increase of
7.3 percent (3629.2 percent).

The rate of human trafficking convictions with the courts of first instance also shows

a steadily increasing trendthat reflects the expediting of court proceedifigs. number of
cases conicted within three months increased from about 14 perce(0 out of 206)n 2014
to 21 percent (36 out of 169) in 2015 t@an@l percen{69 out of 330N 2016 The number of
cases convicted within six months increased from about 39 perc€B0 out 0f206)in 2014 to
43 percent (73 out of 169) in 2015 #nd9 percent(163 out of 330N 2016 The number of
cases convicted within a year was nearly 90 perc€®®5 out of 330 2016 as compared to 67
percent (113 out of 169) in 2015 and to 70 pe(téb out of 206) in 2014, respectivety.
contrast, the number of cases that took longer than a year for conviction dropped
significantly from about 30 percen{61 out of 206 in 2014 and 56 out of 169 in 2@1&6hly
about 10 percen{35 out of 330ni2016.

6) TANGIBLE SUCCESS IN SEVERING THE MONEY SUPPLIES AS PART OF THE
OVERALL EFFORTS IN CHANGING HUMAN TRAFFICKING TRADE TO A HIGH -
RISK, NO RETURN PROPOSITION

Throughout the year -Buimanérafficking measbies/fecusedmeant 6 s
changing the human trafficking trade from a-tsik, high return attraction into a higgk, no
return propositiorwith a high cost of punishment. In particular, AMLO, with the recent
amendments of the Arloney Laundering Act 2015, is now better aldetieely target and seize
the assets of numerous human trafficking offenders, including some government officials. The new
laws now provide for hefty fine and penalties for owners and operators; i.e. the beneficiaries from
human trafficking.n the year2016alone, AMLO investigatedand confiscatedthe assetsof 9
TIP cases.The agencyseizedover784million THB (22.4million USD) in assetsderivedfrom
illicit activities related to human trafficking. This representsan increaseof 414percentfrom
2015195million THB or 5.4million USD).



7) ADDRESSING GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL COMPLICITY

The Administrative Measuresto Prevent Public Of f i dnvodvénterst in Human
Trafficking,whichcameinto effectsince2015 setout a clearcodeof conductfor publicofficialsas
well as disciplinaryand legal punishmentdor wrongdoers. The total numberof government
officialsnow beingchargedor involvemenin traffickingin persondrom 20138 2016is 45, with
thefollowingbreakdown:1in 2013,7in 201427in 2015 and10in 2016 Detailsareasfollows:

o In 2013, one official was subjected to criminal charges and sentenced to 4 months in
prison and fined 4,000 THB (114 USD).

o In 2014, 7 officials were subjected to criminal charges. 4 convicted officials were
sentenced as follow: (1)-86ar imprisonment (2) -28ar and 6 months imprisonment
and fined 126,900 THB (3,625 USD) (3yel8 imprisonment and fined 360,000 THB
(10,285 USD) and (4) the court dismissed the case. The 3 others are still being
investigated.

o In 2015, 27 were subjected to criminal charge. One official was sentegead an@ 6
months imprisonment and fined 75,000 THB (2,142 USD). Cases for 4 officials are still
under consideration by the public prosecutor while 22 others are stilMestigated.

o In 2016, 10 police officers were investigated from two cases, namely the Natari
entertainment and massage center case (4 officers) and -Ham Jgoaoke case
(6 officers). The cases for all 10 police officers are currently under ionelligae
Public Sector AntCorruption Commission (PACC)

In addition,the AMLO investigatedhe propertiesof 22 out of 45 officialsinvolvingin
trafficking in persons.n 2016,the Civil Court orderedthe seizureof assetdrom 2 officials
(1 military and 1 local politician)worth a combinedl11.1million THB (0.31million USD). Cases
involving 3 officials (1 policeand 2 local politicians)worth a combined33.9million THB (0.97
million USD)arestill pendingn Civil Court.

8) SOME PROMINENT CASES AND PROGRESS IN SOME IMPORTANT CASES

The Report provided the snapshot of six prominent cases as examples of the effective law
enforcement. The three cases, Natari, The Big Boss Ring case and the Ton Nam Karaoke case
demonstrate the success of proacintelligencéed measures to crackdown on child sex
trafficking, which rely mainly on information gathering by locally operating NGOs. They are the
joint operation between the RTP and Ministry of Interior. AMLO is also involved in the
investigatonwhiched t o the temporary seizure of the s

The Phuket operation and the Pattani cases demonstrate effective law enforcement to
combat trafficking in fishery sector. While the Fang operation case demonstrate the effective
operation by TICAC &k force to tackle child pornography cases.

20ne major case in 2015, the Rohingya case, involved as many as 296 offenders. Its breadth and complexity contributes
to the tme needed to process the charges against the various defendants.



Moreover, in 2016 law enforcement agencies effectively followed through in prosecuting six
ongoing cases, namely the pigsty case, the Silver Sea case, the case of Pol.Col. Supat Laohawatar
t he 0Gi g eédipSamdt $akhgn cashk, the Rohingya cases, and the case concerning human
trafficking in the Indonesian Islands. The Government has devoted attention and efforts to bring
the offenders to justice and impose severe sentences. The tangible progrees sefleasness
and greater effectiveness of the investigation, indictment and conviction of human trafficking
offenders.

9) KEY FACTORS IN PROSECUTION IMPROVEMENTS

The greateeffectiveness humantraffickinglawenforcemenis dueto severakeyfactas,
namely: (1) clear instruction and positive encouragement from the highest policy level; (2) the
necessary financial support for operating all special units -¢tudwath Trafficking in the RTP,
the Office of Attorney General and the courts; (3) shesctoy the Attorne§eneral for
prosecutors to improve their performance in filing cases; (4) quicker processing of cases by the
Courts; (5) completion of the Interagency Database Systendiiehalfocus on attacking the
economic incentives for humiaafficking to make it a higrsk and no return proposition; (7) the
systematic targeting of maj or syndicates and
(8) setting up an Ad Hoc SGommittee on Increasing Effectiveness of Human Trafficking
Prosecution, chaired by a senior public prosecutor and comprising of an Advisor to the Prime
Minister and 9 senior representatives from all relevant government agetieesiof®) of the
TICAC concerning reported cases of sexual exploitation ontilvengphai and foreign nationals;
and (10) the Attorneégeneral issued two new directives to specifically expedite the human
trafficking cases.

PROTECTION

10) BETTER COORDINATION AND NEWLY IMPROVED STANDARD OPERATING
PROCEDURES AMONG KEY AGENCIES & NGOS TO ENSURE BETTER
PROTECTION, VICTIM -CENTERED ASSISTANCE AND VICTIM
IDENTIFICATION PROCESS

Today, Thailand continues to implement a human-bigéésl approach which focuses on
nontdiscrimination, confidentiality, best interest of the child, gender isemsitivbeing victim
centered. The key protection initiatives in 2016 included the adoption of the Cabinet Resolution on
13 December 2016 mermit migrant trafficking victims and witnesses to stay and work in
Thailand for up to 2 years once their casesakie reached the verdictamplementing across the
country and across relevant agencies a new univers&@wdefies to Enhance Efficiency of
Human Trafficking Victim Identification (which includes the removal of thehddir deadline
that previously ésted and resulted in officials having to make a quick decision on whether or not
someone is a victim of trafficking, and makir
with other relevant agencies, including qualified NGOs, in promptly ferdparary shelters for
victims) and providing protection to all groups of vulnerable people who are at risk of becoming
victims of trafficking, including irregular migrants such as Rohingyas, and establishment of
additional ACT center in Chonburi ProvirfPattaya) and Phuket Province. In addition, Civil



Society Organizations (CSOs) and NGOs have taken part in the victim identification process and
providing services and care to victims in Ministry of Social Development and Human Security
( MSDHS) bdandirhothéraspects of protecting victims.

One more key protection initiative in the year 2016 ingwol@ding more employment
opportunities for victims inside and outside the shelters. In Z8dbyictims were under the care
of the MSDHS. Of outhiese 561 victimB]SDHS worked closely with the Ministry of Labour and
were able tprovide employment opportunities for 196 victims in 2016, an increase of 350.1
percent from 201%vhen only 47 out of 471 victims were given employment opportunities.

| n d a dreiotegration assistancdrom being rerafficked is automatically provided by
the Government to both Thai and foreign victims. All 72 provincial MSDHS offices have the
responsibility to take periodical assessments of the reintegration pralteRsaofvictims. For
victims returning to their home countries, Thailand follows up on their reintegration process
through the Case Management Meeting (CMM) and providing daphliity support to these
countries.

Several government agencies alsasifitel their efforts in partnering with more NGOs in
providing different forms of victheentered assistance, such as providing independent translation
service, when needed, during each victim identification feoge#21, FACExNnd offering legal
asistance to victims (e.g. SR Law, Labor Rights Promotion Network (LPN) Foundation).
Noteworthy was the establishmenboé moreACT Center) in Chonburi Province (Pattay@®)
based on the successful model in Chiang Whach was the first of its kind $outheast Asia and
established in early 204§ a center providing shelter and resources for victims of child sexual
exploitation and abuse, while offering comprehensive care for victims. Each ACT Center is a joint
effort among law enforcement authorities1 various countries and relevant NGOs. ACT Pattaya
began its operations in late 2016. In 2017, three more ACT Centers will be opened in three
provinces, i.e. Phuket, Kanchanaburi and Chiang Rai.

Protection is provided to all witnessesvolved in hman trafficking cases. The MSDHS
provides protection to witnesses who are victims of trafficking while the Rights and Liberties
Protection Department (Ministry of JustiddOJ) provides protection to witnesses who are not
victims of trafficking, includirigformants. In 2016, there were 245 witnesses who are not victims
of trafficking, including informants, are under the protection of the Rights and Liberties Protection
Department.

11) COMPENSATING VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING

In 2016, a total of 23 tfedking victims were compensated by the Compensation of Injured
Person of the Rights and Liberties Protection Department (MOJ), amounting to 455,000 THB
(13,000 USD). In comparison to 2015, only 6 trafficking victims were compensated amounting to
180,000 HB (5,142 USD)epresenting a 152 percent increas&he AntiHuman Trafficking
Fund of the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security compensated 648 victims in the
same period amounting to 5,308,792.90 THB (151,679 USD).



As for trafficking victim in the labor sector, 58 persons were assisted and unpaid wages and
overtime claimed to the amount of 3,838,304 THB (109,655 USD) in comparison to 2015, when
only 3,348,736 THB (95,678 USD) was allocated to 77 persons. Hnsngasase of 14.62
percent. Furthermore, under the compensation in accordance with Section 35 ofkhananti
Trafficking Act (B.E. 2551), 61 victims have filed claims for compensation totaling 13,486,671 THB
(385,333 USD). Following a trial verdict of seven cases, the gondrtlfovictims eligible for
compensation, for which they have been compensated 1,656,100 THB (47,317 USD). The
remaining victims are still awaiting the pending court decision.

PREVENTION

12) TANGIBLE PROGRESS IN THE REFORMS ON MIGRANT LABOR
MANAGEMENT

In 2016, the Government undertook a comprehensive approach to preventing trafficking in
persons within and beyond our borders and iden@fikdy objectivesin preventing human
trafficking: 1) To ensure that all migrant workers in Thailand have legjahstéietter protection
by laws, as well as being entitled to employment rights and assistance; 2) To enhance the
effectiveness of the labor inspection system; 3) To eliminate any legal loopholes and to meet
international standards in taking care of akess 4) To put in place a better mechanism to
protect the vulnerable groups; 5) To raise awareness among workers, through more creative means,
regarding their rights; 6) To strengthen partnership and supporting networks, both within and
outside of Thaand.

The Government has taken many measures to prevent trafficking in persons by
strengthening the labor management system. This includdaster Plan for Labour
Management for 201-2020to set the policy direction for the development of human cesour
which focuses on capacity building for both the worker and employer and ensure fair labor
standards for all workersforming laws and regulationssuch as the Ministerial Regulations that
Prohibit Employing Workers under 18 Years Old and amendihgltber Protection Act B.E.

2541 (1998) to make it more current and up to date, including increase punishments for child labor
violations, and proceeding with an Urgent Reform Action Plan on 8 Agenda Items Under the
20-Year National Strategy to Impree Human Capital. Furthermore, on 25 October 2016, the
Cabinet agreed on tidational Strategy for Migrant Worker Management for 20172021

which consists of 5 key strategies: namely, devise a standard for migrant worker employment by
2017; reduce themendency of unskilled migrant labor by 2017; develop an organization by 2017 to
effectively manage the migrant worker situation; promote all migrant workers to be employed
through MOUs by 2020; and monitor, assess, and evaluate the labor manageoremvigiaiati

yearly to make sure global standards are met.

To reduce vulnerabilities for migrant workers, women and childrerand those in the
fishery sector, specific measdrbsth immediate and lostgrmd have been devisethe Cabinet
extended the deadhe for migrant workers of Myanmar, Cambodia, and Lao nationalities to
temporarily stay and work in the Kingdom, and the MOL allowed migrant workers from these
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countries to renew their registration at One Stop Service (OSS) Centers during thé pgmitvd of

0 2 &8uly2 0 1A6total of1,2 0,2 4 migrant workers and their dependents registered during that
period, T 331 ffom Myanmar3 9,38 8om Cambodia and@ ¥ 4 2om Lao PDR). In the
fishery sector alone, the total number of migrant workers thtareelgfsom2 November2 0 1 5
until 3 July2 0 wés4 & 4 1 6(0B&M Myanmarl 8 9 ®om Cambodia9 3 Bom Lao
PDR).

In addition, in ordeto better regulate the movement of migrant workers to prevent
exploitation by recruitment agencies or brokersthe Government has continued to promote
channels in which migrant workers can come to legally work in the Kingdom so that migrant
workers can receive legal protection in accordance with both Thai laws and international standards.
This included aeduction in fees and chargesequired for migrant workers, such as application
fees for work permits, medical checkup costs, and visa fees. The overall reduction of fees at over
64 percent less has helped 1.3 million migrant workers that came to work in abeaitaret 4.7
billion THB (134 million USD) in 2016. The MOL akxtuced the process timdor employing
workers through MOUs. As of 18 November 2016, the process to bring a migrant worker to
Thailand by MOU has been reduced to 17 days from the origgtlaldé 25 days, a significant
reduction of 32 percent.

13) SOLID LEGISLATIVE PROGRESS

In eliminating legal loopholes and improving the laws and regulations in 2Rbgalthe
Ordinance concerning Rules on Bringing Migrant Workers to work with Employersithe
Kingdom, B.E. 2559 (201@)as been in effect since 18 November 2016 Lalieair Protection
Act B.E. 2541 (1998)as also revised and the amended Labour Protection Act B.E. 2559 (2016)
was approved by the National Legislative Assembly on 17 No2&ideAn important part of
the amendment is to increase punishments that deal with child labor vibteitarsd was the

first country in ASEAN that enacted a | aw to
zero tolerance toward the usecbildren under the age of 15 as part of the labor force and the
countryd6s measures to protect child I abor 1in

Reforms of the labor migration system, done in close consultation with the ILO and all
stakeholders, sedk achieve theeventual elimination of illegal labor brokers Revised
regulations now strictly prohibit employment of children under 18 years of age in the fishing
and seafood processing industries, provide compulsory rest hours and holidays, mandatory
signed work contract, crew list, and requirements on training and welfare of workeRules
have also been revised to provide migrant workers wighieater flexibility to change
employersif (1) the employer decided to terminate employment / breach of céeatt of
employer; (2) the employer is bankrupt; (3) the employer physically abused the employee; (4) the
employer did not comply with the contract or labor regulations, and; (5) the employee works in a
hazardous work environment that affectslveatig

In addition, the MOL, together with other relevant agencies, such as the Immigration
Bureau, the Ministry of Health and the Office of the Council of State, is now drafting a Royal
Ordinance on the Management of Migrant Workers which aims to elinhitregesailsting legal
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loopholes that weakens effective protection of migrant workers in Thailand. A special working
group, consisting of key representatives from various CSOs, has alreselyupetm assist the

MOL in drafting this new Royal Ordinanetjch is hoped to be passed and enter into force in
2017.

14) POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS IN ENSURING THAT THAILAND WILL MEET
THE NECESSARY INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

On23March20l@ hai |l and ratified the 1 LO6s Occupa
No0.187 andon 7 June 2016 ratifiscdh e | LOO6s Mar i ti me Labor Con
reconfirm Thailandds commitment to I mprove w
seafarers in compliance with international labor standards. Moreover, Thailand rAtfiEH& the
Thailand is also in the process of ratifying several ILO Conventions in order to strengthen global
efforts on improving | abor wor king condition
Convention, 2007 (C.188) and Protocol of 2014 to thed~babour Convention, 1930 (No. 29),
which are expected to be finalized in early 2017, and the ILO Right to Organize and Collective
Bargaining Convention, 1949 (C98).

15) HOLISTIC APPROACH IN TACKLING HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND
IMPROVED MONITORING, CONTROL & SU RVEILLANCE SYSTEM IN THE
FISHING SECTOR IN ORDER TO BETTER PROTECT FISHING WORKERS BOTH
THAIS & FOREIGNERS

To tackle the problems of human trafficking and forced labor in the fishery industry, in
2016, theCCCIF began its full implementation of measuresrégulating, monitoring, and
prevention, using an interageimtggrated database and computerized inspections, along with
stricter law enforcement. TMonitor Control and Surveillance (MCS)kystem comprising of
the newly improveWessel Monitoring Sysem (VMS), is now fully operational, along with labor
inspections by MulDisciplinary Teams (MDTs) at B2rt-In-Port-Out (PIPO) Centersin 22
coastal provinces.

For 2016, a system requiriogmpulsory secondary identificationdocuments were
introduced fo both Thai and migrant workers along with a computerizeddatabase and
inspection system. The secondary identification documents consisGeaman Book(for Thai
workers)issued by the Marine Department af@a Book(for migrant workersjssued byrom
Department of Fisheries, both of which must contain information such as biometric data,
fingerprints, photograph, personal and employment information. These are used for inspections
(whether at ports or at sea) and identification of persons, bumpasantly it is to ensure that all
workers in the fishery sector are properly accounted and cared for. From 15 September to 28
December 2016, 5,068 owners of fishing vessels with 51,678 migrant workers applied for Sea Books.

The Government has contimuéo provide opportunities faregistration of migrant
workers. New round ofegistration of illegal migrant worki@nsd their dependents) in fishing
vessels and seafood processing factories (for nationals of Cambodia, Lao PDR and Myanmar) were
opened fom November 2015 to August 2016. All documented workers were given protection,
welfare and the right to work for one year. The government planned to extend the length of their
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work permits to 2 years, renewable for up to 8 years (2+2+2862341 migrantworkers
registered in the fishery sector from 2 November 208531 July 2016wvhile143,528 migrant
workers along with 4,937 of their dependents registered in the seafood processing industry
from 25 November 2018 22 August 2016

PARTNERSHIP
16) PROACTNE, RESULT ORIENTED AND MORE EXTENSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

Recognizing that the Thai Government alone cannot combat human trafficking, the
Governmenhas been taking a proactive and resigibhted approach in forging partnershijk
foreign governments, thevate sector, a number of international organizations and CSOs both in
and outside Thailand.

More than 50 agencies and organizations from the Government, private sector and civil
society signed tiMemorandum on Cooperation to Prevent, Suppress and Aditrafficking in
Personson 6 June 2016. Several collaborative projects also became operational in 2016, including
the setting up of thEi sher mends Life Enhaorbrepme@enter@ent er
improve living standard and assist migrant workers eindamilies in the fishery industry in
Songkhla province. Additional 3 FLECs are planned to be set up in Chonburi province, Rayong
province, and Pattani province in 2017.

Thailand has also been pursuihgse cooperation with its neighboring countries
especially th€ LMV countries (Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Vietnam)through various
frameworks of agreements and dialoguasparticular, Thailand hosted the CLMVT Higyel
Meeting on Safe Migration during2z®3November 2016 to address safety amdityefor migrant
workers. Thailand also reiterated its commitment to continue working with Coordinated Mekong
Ministerial Initiative against Trafficki@DMMIT ) members in combatting trafficking in persons.

In addition, Thailand deposited the InstruneérRatification for thCTIP on 24 July 2016, the
third country of the member states to have ratified.

Complementing the ACTIP, thsustraliaAsia Program to Combat Trafficking in
Persons (AAPTIP) covers a larger scope of cooperation both with Thailzaet its Regional
Program for Thailand running 4 years from -201%, and with its subgional partners. Several
frameworks have been established and implemented under the areas of law enforcement,
prosecutors, and judges and court officials.

3 For example, Thailand signed MOUs on Labor Cooperation and Agreement on the Employment of Workers with
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Vietnam (CLMV) and is working with all of itgingigbbatries in developing

specific action plans to bring migrant workers to wotke fisheries sector through the MOUs. Thailand is also
working with Cambodia, L&DR and Myanmar to make effective use or renew MOUs on cooperation to combat
trafficking in persons.
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Thailand,together with Australia and Indonesia, hosted theBal ProcessAd Hoc Group

Senior Officials Meeting (AHG SOM) on 2 February 2016 in Bangkok, also participated by IOM,
UNHCR and UNODC, to discuss specific solutions for overcoming the challengebyposed
irregular migration, both globally and in the-Ra@fic region, and also contributed to the 6
Ministerial Conference of the Bali Process on 23 March 2016 in Bali.

Beyond the region Thailand continues to work closely with its longtime partneasuch
Japanunder the Japarhailand Joint Task Force on Coudtefficking in Persons, established
since 2006. Additionally, Thailand andJhiéed Arab Emiratesagreed to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding on Cooperation in Combating Trafficking ilorRens early 2017. Several
frameworks are being developed between Thailand and regional colleagues on preventing and
suppressing trafficking in personger aliaBrunei Darussalam, Malaysia, China, and South
Africa.

With theUnited States a longstandng partner of Thailand in ahtiman trafficking, there
were significant developments in cooperation in 2016, particularly in law enforcement field. In
particular, the TICAC was established, with assistance from the FBI and HSI, to combat sexual
exploitéion facilitated via the internet and help law enforcement agencies to more effectively
investigate and increase the chance of imprisoning offenders. The U.S. is also an active participant
and contributor to setting up the ACT Center now in full operation

Thailand has been active in working with other international partners on addressing the
challenges of trafficking in persons. For instaheéiand was the only ASEAN member state
to have attended the Leader sd Suvemmdntatahe Ref uc¢
United Nations Headquarter on 20 September 2016. There, the Thai Prime Minister pledged
support, among other things, for the development of a screening system to reduce the risks of
people falling victim of trafficking and enacting theoAd®revention and Suppression of Torture
and Enforced Disappearance to strengthen the implementation of the principiefautement.

Thailand today steadily increased its collaborations with a greater number of NGOs who
have tirelessly worked as twe partners in combatting human trafficking throughout the year
2016. They include the Environmental Justice Foundation (EJF), A21, HUG Project, Save the
Children, HOPE, FOCUS, Alliance Anti Traffic (AAT), Diocesan Social Action Centre (DISA),
New LifeCenter Foundation, ZOE International, FACE, Freedom Story, the World Wildlife Fund
(WWF), Human Rights Watch, Raks Thai Foundation, Human Rights and Development (HRDF)
Foundation, Social Responsibility Law Office (SR Law), Greenpeace Southeast Agiantthe M
Workers Rights Network (MWRN), the International Seafood Sustainability Foundation (ISSF),
Stell a Mar i soTisgaad and teerLBNSFouDdatoh. e r

Acknowledging and appreciating the crucial roles of the NGOs and civil society in
combatinghuman trafficking, the Government has now set gpeaial subcommittee on
enhancing cooperation with NGOs and civil society This sulcommittee reports directly to
Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwan and is tasked with overseeing and ensuring close
collaborations at all time across all government agencies and NGOs and civil society in combating
human and | abor trafficking. This is part 0
NGOs will be effective, transparent and sustainable.
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Given thei mport ance of the private sectoro rc
Foreign Affairs regul arly engages with t
including wholesalers and retailers to make contribution to the efforts to conalpatrafiicking.

Some cooperation projects have also been developed between some of the aforementioned

businesses and Thai stakeholders.

S
he

Last but not least, Thailand works with a number of local and international news agencies,
including those of the UniteStates to exchange views and ensure the accuracy of information and
same understanding of trafficking in persons issues. In 2016, Thailand also facilitated a series of
field wor ks for medi a. The regul ar engage
communication with media is always opened. The media is fairly free to work in the field and
allowed to broadcast and express their views freely.

FUTURE PLANS

17) MOVING AHEAD IN TO 2017

Thailand will continue to implement thepdéht Action Plan, impke@ laws and legislations,
and increase capacity building of all government officials involved in combatting human trafficking,
including the police, public prosecutors and court officials, as weHlpmticefaw enforcement
agencies such as interpretirsguage coordinators, offshore and onshore labor inspectors, multi
disciplinary teams (MDTSs), witness protection officials and shelter staffs. To further improve
prosecution coordination, the Government is preparing-@epih manual on collecting and
sharing regime and integrated human trafficking data to provide clearer guidelines for police,
prosecutor and court. The Court will also link up its information with the integrated human
trafficking database. In the first quarter of 2017, the Gometrni:m expected to sign a
memor andum of understanding with the United S
TICAC task force, which the RTP is considering upgrading to a permanent entity. The RTP will
expand the facilities of its digital forersodatory. In 2017, the RTP will also share its TICAC
experience with other countries in Southeast Asia.

With regards to protection, the MSDHS is currently drafting an SOP for NGOs to operate
shelter to assist victims of trafficking, setting up a-apobdurtroom in Songkhla to help adult and
child victims familiarize themselves with court procedures, opening up 3 additional ACT centers in

Phuket, Kanchanaburi and Chiang Rai, and refo
Prevention efforts in 201 wi | | include i mplementation of

Migrant Worker Management for 2@021, drafting the Royal Ordinance Concerning Migrant

Wor ker Management B.Eé to reform Thailandds |

of life for migrant workers, and setting up 3 additional FLEC Centers in 2017 in Pattani, Chonburi,
and Rayong provinces.
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Partnership engagements in 2017 include working with Stelld Méoisal NGOG on
organizing activities in Thailand, and coordinating kethTlhai private sector on projects for
effective fisheries management in the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand to prevent, deter and
eliminate IUU fishing and overfishing as well as protect the wider marine ecosystem. The Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Wialso coordinate with the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok to explore the possibilities
to develop an already brdzaked cooperation to be the Thail&hldS. cooperation framework.
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|. Introduction

The Royal Thai Government upholds the preservation of thesahivalues of human
rights and the protection of human dignity from exploitation. Countering the menace of human
trafficking, t herefore, has al ways been the C
trafficking, with its adverse impact on hoitgaand society as a whole, is one of the biggest
challenges of our time. It is a universal threat that Thailand is fully committed and dedicated to
overcoming at the national and international levels. As a transboundary issue, human trafficking is a
challenge that knows no borders, and Thailand is making every efforts to work with our partners, be
they our neighbors in the region or friends beyond the region, the private sector, international
organizations, civil society organizations and NGOs toagérhmmman trafficking in all shapes and
forms within Thailand, in the region and ultimately around the globe.

Combatting human trafficking has been Thai
current Government took office in 2014. The Goverhmmentinues to strenuously pursue the
ozero toleranced6 policy on human trafficking,
sectors of Thai society have pitched in and worked together in a coordinated and collaborative
manner. Verdicts on aumber of government officials involved in human trafficking and/or
corruption related to human trafficking crimes began to emerge while several structural reforms in
the Thai fisheries sector continued to produce concrete results. A number of keg lHtasigés
d once thought impossibfecame into effect, such as the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558
(2015), the Human Trafficking Criminal Procedure Act, the amendments of iNneémti
Laundering Act 2015 and the Penal Code Amendments NumBed.2ytan Child Pornography
Offences.

Throughout the year -Buimanérafficking measbies/fecusedmant 0 s
attacking theeconomicincentives for human trafficking to make ioa profitable option by
targeting and seizing the assetaunfam trafficking offenders, along with hefty fines and penalties
for owner and operators found to be in violatidm.2016,the Anti-Money LaunderingOffice
(AMLO) investigatedndconfiscatedhe asset®f 9 humantraffickingcases.As aresult,the agacy
seizedover 784 million THB (22.4 million USD) in assetdderivedfrom illicit activities. This
representanincreas®f 414ercentrom 2015(195million THB or 5.4 million USD). The overall
effecthas beeto turn human trafficking from a lavgk, high return enterprise into a higgk, no
return proposition.

The Government also emphasized a viotintered approach, improving the quality of
assistance and welfare for victims and witnesses as well as providing greater incentives to encourage
informant and witnesses to come forward on human trafficking cases. Moreover, the Government
also implemented better protection and prevention measures to lessen the chance of trafficking in
vulnerable groups, such as migrant workers, children and statsl@ss. pTo combat labor
trafficking, for instance, specific reforms have been put in place to strengthen and streamline the
labor management system to make it more conducive for migrant workers and in line with
international standards, such as the relpwtamational Labw Organization (ILO) Conventions.
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Because of the transboundary nature of human trafficking, in 2016 Thailand stepped up its
efforts to work with neighboring countries, other countries beyond the region, the private sector,
internatioml organizations, civil society organizations and NGOs, among others, to engage in
regular consultations, meetings, information sharing and other cooperation activities on combatting
human trafficking. Thailand continues to play a key and active mlking with other countries
in the region to collectively overcome this menace.

As will be made clear in this report, the year 2016 saw concrete results of the holistic
approach adopted by the Government since 2014, that streamlined-ithmamttraffiking
process and stimulated more effective coordination and cooperation between the variods agencies
law enforcement and moéeto target offenders and beneficiaries while also speeding up the
prosecution and conviction process. This was done in cammuwith close cooperation with
partners, namely, foreign governments, the private sector, international organizations and civil
society organizations both in and outside Thailand.

As a result, despite the relatively short period of time for the impligonenf several
structural reforms undertaken since the end of 2014 to take fulldeffeether in terms of
legislative changes and implementation, shifts in terms of the working cultures and work processes
across key agencies, and mMdree year 201€aw clear and tangible progress and achievements in
al | 5 central pillars of Thailandds strategy
we recognize that some challenges and more work remain to be further addressed and carried out,
whch this Report also touched upon in the sect
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Il. Achievements and Progress in 2016

(1) Policy
1.10verview

Diagram 1: Combating Human Trafficking asa National Agenda

Combating human trafficking is a national agenda

* Zero Tolerance
P * Government and all sectors/ stakeholders take part in the process

TRAFFICHING

¢ lamis
THB 3,208.91 million
| ’ 23.88% from
= (UsD 9168 million) ’ 2016
L= =
Budget
Shiftin Focus

Integration, policy coherence, holistic approach, result-oriented actions

To reduce economic incentives of human trafficking = less profitable option

To turn human trafficking from a low-risk, high return to a high-risk, low return business

To provide non-discriminatory and comprehensive support and care for victims

Pro-active/ result-oriented partnership, sharing best practices

To provide more financial incentives and better protection for members of the public and dedicated
government officials in order to encourage them to join our fight against human trafficking and to
help eliminate any possibility of the environment of fear in the Thai society

@
| S A Y I R S

The Thai Cabinet approved additional measures to permit migrant
trafficking victims and witnesses to stay and work in Thailand for up
to 2 years

Q

(J
&)  TheThai Government developed the National Master Plan for Labor %2:0
Management (2017-2020)
@ On 25 October 2016, the Thai Cabinet approved the National Hg,:il
Strategyfor Migrant Worker Management (2017-2021). \
@ The Thai Prime Minister also called on cooperation from all sectors (’
Public—Private—Civil Society Partnership).
( y p) Wj
&/  Thailand declared 5 June = “End Human Trafficking” Day A 7

Combatinghuman trafficking is a natioredenda. The Government has implemented a
0Zer o To policy i rlcsediors for resaliented actions in combating corruption and
complicity in human traffickinfn 2017, the total budget allocation in support of this policy
wasover 3,208.9Imillion THB (91.68million USD), an increaseof 23.88percentfrom 2016.

For the fiscalyear(FY) 2016 the Governmentasallocateudgetfocusingon six areaspamely
fishing and seafoodindustriesmanagementmigrantw o r k managémentimprovementof
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integrateddatabassystemPreventionProtectionand Prosecutionwith the aim of increasinghe
efficiencyof antttraffickingefforts.

T h a i Ifighhadaihshumantraffickingis carriedout viaanintegrated& comprehensive
approach at the policy amgplementation levels. Since 2014, the Prime Minister has appointed the
following Committees and SGommittees:

Diagram 2: Inter-Agency Bodies

a Unregulaxed(IUU)

- chaired by Prime Minister

Sub-Committee on Sub-Committee on Sub-Committee on Sub-Committee on Sub-Committee on
Anti-Trafficking in ‘Women (Minister of Child Labour, Forced TUU Fishing Awareness
Persons (Deputy Social Development and Labour, and Migrant (Minister of Promotion and Law

Prime Minister and Human Security) Workers (Minister of Agriculture and (Minister of
Minister of Defence) Labour) Cooperatives) Foreign Affairs)

The Government also paid particular emphasis on delivering more resultsatmgomb
corruption, especially by adopting variouscamiption measures against public officials involved
in human trafficking. Since 2045,government officials (police officers, military officers, civil
servantsand local politicians) have beengddwith involvement in trafficking in persofid)ave
been convicted, whigb having been indicted in the Criminal Court and 14 are under investigation.
The rest of themwvere either suspended or dismissed from government services to prevent their
influerce over witnesses and evidences.

The shift in focus tattacking the economic incentives for human traffickindias made
human trafficking a less profitable option. The-Maotiey Laundering Organization (AMLO)
targets and seizes the assets of numermanhafficking offenders. New laws now provide for
hefty fining and penalizing of owners and operators; i.e. the beneficiaries from human trafficking.
The overall effect is to turn human trafficking from ariky high return enterprise into a high
risk, no return proposition. In 2016, the Civil Court ordered the seizure of assets in 4 trafficking
cases worth a combined 102.8 million THB (2.9 million USD) and 8 assets seizure cases are pending
worth a combined 772 million THB (22 million USD).

The Govenment also provide®n-discriminatory support to the victims ldentification
is key, and the first step is to ensure that victims receive the utmost care and services from
Government agencies, such as safe shelter, nutritious food, mental rehabddapatipnal
development, provision of interpreters, medical treatment, airfare, preparation for reintegration back
into society, preventive measures from bentaffieked, etc. The MSDHS is considering a
financial support scheme of 300 THB (8.57 Uyb)ay for the victims remaining in the shelter
and is now working on the terms and conditions of such provision from the Prevention and
Suppression of Human Trafficking Fund.
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On 13 December 201@et Cabinet also approved additional measupesnat migrant
trafficking victims, their dependents, and witnesses to stay on in Thailand for up to two
yearsafter their legal proceedings have ended (previously it had been extended from six months to
one year by the Cabinet on 29 March 2016). Afterythar 2riod, if the victims whose behaviors
are consistent with the public order, moral decency and national security, wish to continue working
in the Kingdom, their work permits are renewable for 1 year each year afterwards. These new
measures will shortly enteto force with a Notification of the Ministry of Interior. In 2016, 335
victims have been allowegdar temporary stay in the Kingdom.

In April 2016, the Cabinet also instructed relevant agencies to ensure that all witnesses for
human trafficking caseidentified by the police, are automatically entitfell pootection under
the witness protection schemeIn 2016, 254 witnesses who are not victims of trafficking,
including informants, are under the protection of the Rights and Liberties PriDtuidment.

The Government has put in plaBieancial incentives from the Prevention and
Suppression of Human Trafficking Fundfor informants and government officials who lead to
the arrests of human traffickers or bail jumpers. This is part of tteteffeduce the environment
of fear and to encourage members of the public who might have useful information or intelligence
to come forward and support the countryds fiog
for such reward have been sutadj 12 of which have been approved totaling 1,350,000 THB
(38,571 USD).

Apart from prosecution and protection, prevention is also extremely important. The
Government has developed tiational Master Plan for Labor Management for 2032020to
set the paty direction for improving the quality of life for all workers including migrant workers in
Thailand. On 25 October 2016, the Cabinet approvéthtimmal Strategy for Migrant Worker
Management for 201-2021 which aimed to ensure that migrant workave laccess to public
utilities, education and public health services for both migrant workers and their dependents, along
with appropriate compensation.

The Government has exerted the utmost effort to efficiently and tangibly mobilize policies
against huan trafficking, both in reduction of risk, and life welfare development of homeless
children to prevent them from being victims of human trafficking. Social orderliness has been
improved through continuous and serious inspections of entertainment nolaee® fhuman
trafficking activities in a bid to prevent violations against human rights according to humanitarian
principles and international laws.

The Government is striving to continually prevent and suppress trafficking in persons and
thus graduallgliminate human trafficking activities. The Prime Minister also called on cooperation
from all sectors to help prevent human trafficking througtPtléc Private Civil Society
Partnership (PPCP) or Pracharat, and instillation of awareness, virtuess, ethit good
governance. Thailand had decl ared June 5 as

1.2Action Plan: Implementation of the Urgent Action Plan to Preventand SuppressHuman

Trafficking

In 2016, Thailand designated several related agencies to jtiathywlggeent action plan as

a framework to expedite and follow up the working progress of each agency. The Action Plan
covers the whole range of key issues and resources needed for further undertakings. It also reflects
the comprehensive approach andynatgon among all agencies concerfidek Action Plan also
takes into account the 17 recommendations from the U.S. Trafficking in Persons Report 2016. The
Action Plan encompasses 24 Measboese key exampleare as follows:
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(1) Identifying clear indicatais measure progress of the prosecution process, of which the
results from the levels of investigating officials, prosecutors, and the civil court during the years
20142016 were fully accomplished;

(2) Establishing an ad hoc Sobmmittee on Increasing Effieetness of Human
Trafficking Prosecution to increase efficiency in the legal process and information sharing for the
prosecution to be more efficient and prompt;

(3) Issuing a new Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) on victim identification process to
be used ationwide and across all relevant agencies;

Diagram 3: Action Plan of the International Labour Organization
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(4) Providing proper protection and financial support for victims and witnesses of TIP
cases during the prosecution period;

(5) Reforming migrant workenanagement in general by imposing measures to increase
the incentives for migrant workers to have a legal permit to enter the country and work, to lessen
the number of illegal migrant workers in Thailand;

(6) Amending the related rules and regulations rdiatatims and witnesses to stay on
and work in the Kingdom for 2 more years after completing the prosecution process of the
offenders;

(7) Provide services for victims, such as, granting permissions for more victims to work
both inside and outside sheltersg @ffering training courses for interpreters to have better
understanding about human trafficking laws, victim identification, and psychology interviewing
skills;

(8) Collaborating with NGOs in taking care of victims, prosecuting offenders, and
attending woms in vulnerable situations.

The aim is to move towards resolving human trafficking problems by applying a monitoring system
to monthly observe the working progress.

1.3Holistic Approach

The Government is taking a holistic approach to tackle in aeb@mgve and sustainable
manner the various challenges posed by human trafficking, namelfisihinthend seafood
processing industries againstnigrant workers, againsthildren and women againsbeggars
and onchild pornography. Ministers have ba assigned as key focal points to ensure that policies
are implemented on schedule at all relevant agencies and achieve concrete results.

1.3.1n 2016, there was greater effectiveness in tackling the probdiemsiotrafficking
and forced labor in the fishery industry This came about through a more efficient and effective
mobilization of resources among law enforcement agencies to monitor and regulate the industry
while also targeting high risks areas for trafficking and attacking the econdivesifaenuman
trafficking, which has made human trafficking a less profitable option.

The Command Center for Combating lllegal Fishing (CCCIF)implements
measures for regulating, monitoring, and prevention, using an interagency integrated database and
computerized inspections, along with strict law enforcement to tackle issues of human trafficking in
the fishery sector. Other important tools to increase the effectiveness of inspections and ensure that
fishing vessels are abiding by relevant rules @uidti@ns include systems put in place in 2015,
namely, theMonitor Control and Surveillance (MCS) systemcomprising of theVessel
Monitoring System (VMS)in all fishing vessels of 30 gross tonnages or above to monitor where
they go and ensure that all kess can be traced and accounted for, along with labor inspections by
multidisciplinary teams at Fort-In-Port-Out (PIPO) Centers and 16 Forward Inspection
Points in 22 coastal provinces.

For 2016, a system requiraognpulsory secondary identificatiordocumentswere
introduced for both Thai and migrant workers, along with a computiiabdse and inspection
system. The secondary identification documents comprise8eaiman Bookfrom Marine
Department (for Thai workers) andSaa Bookfrom Departnent of Fisheries (for migrant
workers) which contain information such as biometric data, fingerprints, photograph, personal and
employment information. These are used for inspection and identification of persons by conducting
prescreening interviews imdiually with migrant workers (g¢geeye interview) using Seafarer
Interview Form by MSDHS and MOL to identify any potential victims of human trafficking and
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forced labor during the sea book issuance process. This is to ensure that all workdrerin the fis
sector are properly accounted and cared for. From 15 September to 28 December 2016, 5,068
owners of fishing vessels with 51,678 migrant workers applied for Se&ddoktber details,
pleaseseeSectiort.4.2.3.

Diagram 4: Holistic Approach (Fiskery Sector)
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13.2The Government recognizes the important roteigfant workersin supporting the
Thai fishing and seafood processing industries. Regulatory changes are being introduced to facilitate
theregularization of irregular migrant workersin the sector and provide registered workers with
greater flexibility in obtaining and extending their work permits. These measures are designed to
combat forced labor and other forms of exploitation in the fisheries sector. In implementing the
measureshé government adheres toam-deportation policy, by which undocumented workers

®
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rescued after raids or inspections are identified as victims or witnesses and will not be deported to
their countries of origin. Instead, they are provided shelter, mattthegwiemployers, and
subsequently regularized. The measuréstaraliaas follows:

New round ofegistration of illegal migrant workers(and their dependents) in
fishing vessels and seafood processing factories (for nationals of Cambodia, Lad PDR a
Myanmar) opened from November 2015 to August 2016. All documented workers were given
protection, welfare and the right to work for one year. The government planned to extend the length
of their work permits to 2 years, renewable for up to 8 years t232Fbm 2 November 2016
31 July 20185,441 migrant workers registered in the fishery sectorhile from 25 November
20150 22 August 2016143,528 migrant workers along with 4,937 of their dependents
registered in the seafood processing industry

Reforms of the labor migration system donein closeconsultatiorwith the ILO
and all stakeholderseek to achieve the eventlahination of illegal labor brokers. Revised
regulations nowwrohibit employment of children under 18 yearsof age in the fishing and
seafood processing industries, provide compulsory rest hours and holidays, mandatory signed
work contract, crew list, and requirements on training and welfare of workers. Rules have also been
revised to provide migrant workers githaterflexibility to changeemployers.

To ensure that both migrant workers as well as their employkert anformed
about their rights under Thai Labor Laws the MOL in 2016 disseminated information through
various channels as newspapers, social media, inforpaaiphlets, and press releases. The
pamphlets included information on child labor protection, worst forms of child labor, employer and
worker rights (in 4 different languages), debt bondage and forced labor, and migrant worker rights.
The Department of Higries (DOF) has also produced pamphlets in six languages (Thai, English,
Lao, Myanmar, Cambodian, and Vietnamese) to disseminate to migrant workers to help them to
remember the type of fishing vessel they work for, which will prove to be useful infafmatio
situations of abuse, exploitation, or misconduct may arise.

Several training programs have also been conducted by various agencies to promote a
holistic understanding about the dangers of trafficking in personsincluding training for
employers andakers on labor rights, rules and regulations, awareness raising activities on labor
protection standards, and trainings on law enforcement and tackling human trafficking at the
regional level for law enforcement officers. The MOL also conducted s@merglgrograms to
assist and offer guidance to Thai workers who are preparing to work Fadrbather details,
pleaseseeSectio.7.2.
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Diagram 5: Holistic Approachto Migrant Worker Management
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f:’éculsuﬂensg) sea fishery and seafood processing  Since the Royal Ordinance Concerning Rules on
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« Permitted to work until 31 March 2018 the Kingdom BE. 2559 (2016) has been enforced
on 16 August 2016, the recruitment agencies and
« I the migrant workers complete their nationality verfication individual employer that bring in migrant workers to
by Jtrri cgunmes of origin, they are permitted to work for work in the country shall comply with the RO,
another 2 years.
2. Registration of migrant workers within the sea « When the migrant workers arrive in Thailand, they
are provided with post arrival training at one of the
ﬂShe.r/yPand s:af:;: ﬂ;‘;ess'zg i;)tli;lsfﬂes 3 initial Post-Arrival and Reintegration Centers.
ermitted to ovember 2017

¥ I the migrant workers complete their nationality verification
by the countries of origin, they are permitted to work
for another 2 years. .

i <
In case migrant workers face — K .
problems during their Future Work
employment : Goal - Promoting legal and fair employment of migrant workers,
’ as well as protecting migrant workers according to the international standards.
@ Upon the migrant workers' employment contract
ion anc are ing to their ies of origin, ® National Strategy for Migrant Worker Management 2017 - 2021.

in the case of facing problem, they may request the
Post-Arrivel and Reintegration Centers or the Migrant

Worker Assi Centers for ® Drafting the Royal Ordinance Concerning Migrant Worker Management B.E... which will be

@ Migrant Worker Assistance Centers have been set up presented to the Cabinet for review in May 2017. The RO will consolidate all rules applied to
in 10 provinces with the cooperation of the NGOS to migrant workers in every employment sector including the fishery sector.
provice assistance and advice regarding the migrant
workers' employment. @ Thailand's labor management system is aimed to help improve the quality of life for migrant workers

in Thailand, on which in turn will help to prevent labor smuggling and deception by labor brokers.
The 3 major aspects to improving the overall quality of life for migrant workers in Thailand include 1)
security aspect, having access to public utilities, 2) economic aspect, ensuring that workers are
employed in the correct sector and are receiving the appropriate compensation, and 3) social
A aspect, receiving education and having access to public health for both migrant workers and their
i dependents. Pilot in Samutsakorn and Ranong, aimed to be completed in February 2017 prior to
extending to 11 provinces and eventually the whole country within 2017,
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1.3.3With regard to thé&rafficking in women and children the ministries and agencies

concerned have implemented a variety of measures and programs to tackle this important matter.
The Ministry of Social Development and Human Security (M32aki8¢vised an action plan that
aims to eradioatthe trafficking of women and children through 11 preventative measures, namely:
creatingCenters to Solve Human Trafficking Problems for Women and Childremncreasing
victim identification effectiveness; increasing the number of interpreters, intieasingper of
female case officers, revising existing MOUs and promoting close cooperation with neighbor
countries, preventing crdssrder trafficking, working with the Ministry of Tourismracse
awareness against sex tourismand child sex tourism, reinating pornographic materials that
promote human trafficking, promoting a safe place and environment for victims of trafficking,
improving and standardizing victim care, and coordinating with the Ministry of Interior (MOI) in
inspecting and managing etaiement and other-aisk establishments, which hasthedMOI to
in 2016 arrested and prosecuted 250 cases and closed 270 establishments where violations occurred.

Protecting children from trafficking is also an important priority In 2015, the
RoyalThai Police and international law enforcement agencies together with NGOs started the
Childrend Advocacy Center Thailand (ACTY)o protect children from exploitation. Its priorities
include enhancing law enforcement by assisting with investigatiorngs, teaki 0 c ommuni ty p
approach to tackling issues of child exploitation, and initiating training programs on child
exploitation for children and adults.

Thailand continues to work towards the goaliminating the worst forms of child
labor by 2020as exemplified by h a i | "d Matlohad Polcy and Plan to Eliminate the Worst
Forms of Child Labor for 202920 The Ministry of Labour (MOL) is collaborativith ILO and
NSOonaz2mont h project to conduct Thayfar20b7rdds Nati
ForfurtherdetailspleaseeeSectiort.6.2.
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Diagram 6: Measuresto Preventand SuppressSexTrafficking
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1.3.4As described in Section 1.5.5 below, the new Beggar Control Act om2®l@taa
effect on 28 July 2016 in order to protect people from becoming victims of human trafficking. The
purpose of the Beggar Control Act of 2016 aims to control the isbeggafs by differentiating
between street performers and beggars, as vegplgsmg misdemeanor charges to those who
violate the Act. In the case that beggars are encountered, they will be brought to a shelter so that a
social worker can aid in helpingrtgprove their quality of life. Assistance will be given in the
areas of mechl aid, social reintroduction, lifelong education, and employment opportunities.
Currently there are 1,179 people receiving assistance in these shelters.

From October 2019 28 July 2016 (before the new Beggar Control Act came into

force) there weretatal of 4,649 beggars of which 2,945 were Thai nationals and 1,704 were foreign
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nationals. Data from 29 Jul®4 November October 2016 shows that after the new Beggar Control

Act was enacted, 60 beggars were found, 34 of which were Thai nationalwesaadd6ign

nationals. This is a decrease of 98 percent, in which demonstrates the effectiveness of measures thai
were used to address the issue.

ForfurtherdetailspleaseseeSectiort.6.5.

Diagram 7: Efforts to Eradicate the Issue of Beggars
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42.3%  — 4. Sent to the Police Department - 17 cases (28.4%)
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to repatriate back to origin countries

Prevention Measures/ Raising Awareness
1. Educated 1,300 people about legal rights
2. Training for at risk population to learn about
* Male 25 cases preventative measures
° 3. Collaboration project with Friend International on
* Female 17 cases preventing panhandling in Surin Province
4. MOU with 30 city councils nationwide in order to
i Boys 7 cases prevent panhandling and begging

5. Awareness raising project on problems of

*h
* Girls 11 cases panhandling in tourist destinations such as Pattaya

13.5 The Governmenset up theThailand Internet Crimes Against Children Task
Force (TICAC) in 2015. Based orlaS.model, the TICAC, currently an ad hoc body, comprises
of command, administrative, and operational units with 220 police officers asigriadkdorce
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to conduct both field investigations and perform digital forensic investigations. The Royal Thai
Policehas been working directly with Homeland Security Investigation (HSI) and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) of the U.S., who pelwide access to the National Center for
Mission and Exploited Children (NCME@3tabase, to collaborate closely and shasmeal
information on reported cases of sexual exploitation online involving Thai and foreign nationals,
which would then lead further human trafficking investigations.

In 2016, 64 alleged incidents of child exploitation were reported, from which the police
found a total of 25 criminal offences, out of which 18 cases are for the use of children in
pornography production, 4 casee for child sexual abuse and 3 cases are for human trafficking. A
total of 24 alleged offenders were charged.

For furtherdetailspleaseeeSectior2.2.3.

Diagram 8: AddressingChild Pornography(TICAC)
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Diagram 9: TICAC Process
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1.4Budget

In FY 2016 (1 October 208530 September 2016), the Government continusapfmort
its anti-human trafficking priorities by allocating the total budget of 2,590.28 million THB
(74 million USD) for human trafficking and migrant labor issueswhich then rose for FY
2017to 3,208.9Imillion THB (91.68million USD),anincreasef 23.88percent from 2016 Of
this, 625.75million THB (17.88million USD), or 19.51percent of the total budget, was
allocated to the CommandCenterfor Combatingdllegal Fishing(CCCIF) for IUU fishing and
human trafficking in the fishing industry. The budgetincreasenddistributionexemplifieshe
translatiorof policyinto actionandthe distributionof greateresource$o the appropriatesectors.
Thebudgetargllocatiorbreaklownfor FiscalYear2016d 2017is summarizedh the Tablebelow.
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Table 1:GovernmentBudget Allocation in Fiscal Year2016& 2017jn THB (million)

2 S E T
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FY 2056 114612 15654 1002 7570 | 51536 | 11581 6233 0.00 = 50840 2,59028
FY 207 127930 18449 1162 9249 | 58441 | 130.78] 25390 4617 62575 3,208.91
I ncrease/ 13318 2795 1.60 1679 6905 14.97 19157 - | 117.35 618.63
Decrease
% 1162 17.85] 1596 2218 1296 12.92| 30735 - 23.08 23.88

Some key highlights from thvedget allocationinclude:

T For Prosecution the Governmengllocated2.33 million THB (18/million USD) in
FY 2016 to agencies workingRnosecutionof TIP cases. This rose to 253.90 million THB (7.25
million USD) in FY 2017, an increase of 307.35 perdém@tprosecutiorbudgetin 2017gave
priority to the operatiorbudgetor the RoyalThai Police(RTP)antttraffickingcenterthe Thailand
Internet Crimes Against Children (TICA&3kforce,andthe Anti-Traffickingin Person®ivision
(ATPD),includingexpenditurefor sixsurveillanceeamsinvestigatiomnitsin 22 coastaprovinces
and theMarinePoliceunit to investigatéraffickingin thefisherysectorandIUU fishingrelatedasks.

1 For Protection, the budget allocated rose from 115.81 million THB (3.3 million USD)
in FY 2016 to 130.78 million THB (3.7 million USD) in FY 20Jlidcaease of 12.92 percent. This
reflect ongoing commitment to protection programs. Key protection initiatives done in 2016
include the provision of more employment opportunities for victims inside and outside the shelters,
permitting migrant traffickingctims and witnesses to stay in Thailand for up to 2 years, drafting
Guidelines to Enhance Efficiency of Human Trafficking Victim Identification, concrete measures to
protect all witnesses, setting up ndmprevihgli t i on
capacity of officials including interpreters.

1 In Prevention the budget allocated rose from 515.36 million TBE (illionJSD)
in FY 2016 to 584.41 million THB6(7 millionUSD) in FY 2017, an increase of 12.96 percent.
This reflects thengoing commitment to prevention prograntsch in 2016 saw tlsérengthening
the labor management system via, among others, the Master Plan for Labour Management for 2017
0 2020 and the National Strategy for Migrant Worker Management f612P@1 Alang with legal
reforms andprograms to reduce vulnerabilities for migrant workers, women and children, and
regulaize themovement of migrant workers to come and work legally in Thailand in order to
prevent exploitation by recruitment agencies or brokers.
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Diagram 10:Legal Reforms
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1.5.1 Amendmentto the Preventionand Suppressionof Human Trafficking Act B.E.

2560(2017) 3 Version)

The revised draft of the Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act, B.E. 2560
(2017)3 Version) was passed into law by the National Legislative Assembly on 8 December 2016
and came into effect on 28 January

efficiency by providing as follows:

2017.

Th
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- Revise the defanionontofi oekptle OoOpracti ce

- Revise the definition of oforced | abor 0
documents and debbndages
- Revise the definition of omeanso to inclt

- Increase protection for children under the age of 15 by providing that forcing or
procuring children under the age of 15 to carry out extremely dangerous work or service
and has an effect on their body or mind, growth, or personal development; or to work
in adangerous environment; or to carry out immoral acts; are offences under the Act.

- Increase the maximum imprisonment and fiRenishments will include an
imprisonment term of up to 4 years and/or a fine of up to 400,000 THB (11,429 USD).

1.5.2 The Royal Ordinance Concerning Rules on Bringing Migrant Workersto Work

with the Employersin the Kingdom B.E. 2559(2016)

The Royal Ordinance Concerning Rules on Bringing Migrant Workers to Work with
Employers in the Kingdom B.E. 2559 (2016) was drafted omua8yJ2016 and entered into force
on 16 August 2016. The process was expedited in order to specify the regulations for bringing
migrant workers into the country as well as identify the punishioe violations of this law.
The overall main objectivesart o i mprove Thailandds manageme
prevent migrant workers from being exploited and becoming victims of forced labor or debt
bondage. The 13 secondary laws were published in the Royal Gazette and have been effective since
18 Nowember 2016. Those who are allowed to bring in migrant workers into the country under the
relevant MOUs include licensed recruitment agencies to bring in migrant workers, and employers
with permit to directly bring in migrant workers themsélesAct inproves the administration of
mi gr ant wor ker s recruitment and enhances pr c
international standards. It clearly specifies service fees and other related expenses, to be chargec
from the employers only, and therefreduces fees that migrant workers have to pay to zero in
accordancewithhe |1 LO6s zero fee principle.
For further details please see 4.5.1.

1.5.3 The Human Trafficking Criminal ProcedureAct, B.E. 25592016)

The Human Trafficking Criminal Proceslérct, B.E. 2559 (2016) came into effect on 25
May 2016. It aims to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of the judicial process to cope with the
complex nature of human trafficking. The Act introduces inquisitorial system in human trafficking
cases whh requires the Court to have a more proactive role in tHmdauy process of human
trafficking cases, which are usually complex and involve transnational criminal organizations. It also
introduces key procedural measures which will make adjughcatess less burdensome for the
victims of human trafficking such as allowing the use of video conference in witness cross
examination and obtaining testimony. Under the new Act, the result of the adjudication process is
also potentially more benefic@lthe victims of trafficking as the Court is allowed to order the
defendant to pay compensation to the victims even if the original case filing does not contain a
compensation request. The Court may also order compensation if the offence includes torture,
detainment, causing of bodily harm, or gretssaiment.

Il n addition, the Act iIs designed to decrec
more stringent consideration on bail for tra
flight during the prosecution of the judicial process results in interruption of statutory limitation.
The Court is also empowered to conduct witness-eassgnation in absentia if the defendant
flees or is unable to attend the hearing due to sickness.
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15.4 Amendmentto the Labour Protection Act, B.E. 2541(1998)[in relation to child
protection]

On 12 April 2016, Thail andds Cabinet app
Protection Act in relation to child protection. On 17 November 2016, the a\ldtemslative
Assembly (NLA) reviewed such draft and approved revisions of the Labour Protection Act, which
currently await publication in the Royal Thai Government Gazette to enter into force.

This is in Iine with TiklaasllL® Cdniestion Not18& nat i
(Minimum Age Convention, 1973). An important part of the amendment is to increase punishments
that deal with child labor violations. For example, increased penalties are imposed on employers
who hire workers (1) below 15 yedrage and (2) below 18 years of age to work in hazardous or
illegal jobs. Punishments will include an imprisonment term of up to 2 years and/or a fine of
400,00® 800,000 THB (11,42922,857 USD) pemployeédpreviously 6 months imprisonment
and/or 200000 THB (5,715 USD))

Thailand is the first country in ASEAN that enacted a law to protect child labor, which
demonstrates the countryds zero tolerance tow
the | abor f or ce anodrotechahild @lwouim accogd@nse withendesnationals  t
principles.

1.5.5 The BeggarControl Act B.E. 2559(2016)
The Beggar Control Act B.E. 2559 (2016) was passed into law by the National Legislative
Assembly on 4 March 2016 and came into effect &m\y28016. The previous Beggar Control Act
of B.E. 2484 (1941) lacked provisions to punish individuals responsible for trafficking people into
forced begging.

The new law forbids people from any and all forms of begging, direct or indirect. It also
pronbi ts i mpromptu o0displays of skill & on publi
with local authorities beforehand. In contrast to the previous Act, which did not criminalize begging
and only penalized runaways from social welfare &dtlisgpulates that beggars can be fined as
much as 10,000 THB (285.71 USD) and/or jailed for up to a month. Penalties for traffickers and
those seeking to benefit from begging are more severe: prison sentences of up to three years and
fines as high as0®00 THB (857.14 USD). Government officials found complicit face more
extreme punishments: up to five years in jail and/or up to 50,000 THB (1,428.57 USD) in fines.

This law was enacted to prevent and mitigate the risks of human trafficking. cigsessen
regulating the protection and quality of life development of beggars, beggar control, separating those
owith skillsd from beggar s, and determining t
physical disabilities or cognitive or mentphirment of others. It also provides protection and
quality of life development for persons who beg in 4 ameaslical (both physical and mental
treatments), social (reintegration to the society), life skills, and occupational (occupation training).
At the same time, the law increases criminal sentence for those who beg in violation of the law,
those who assist a beggar to escape from the law, and those who exploit a beggar.

The Government has actively worked to prevent panhandling by regulatingsineggars
October 2014. This could be broken down2rgeriods: (1the period under the old law (October
20140 28 July 2016\hich found 4,649 beggars, 2,945 of which are Thais and 1,704 are foreigners
and; 2)the period under the new la&&8 Julyd 24 November2016)which found 60 beggars, 34 of
which are Thais ar# are foreigners. At present, there are 1,179 beggars who are under the care of
ot he Protection and Quality of Life Devel opme
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1.5.6 Ratifications of the ILO Conventions

On 23 Mar ch 2016, Thail and ratified t he I L
Convention NO.187andoh June 2016, the 1 LOOds Mariti me Leé
ratifications reconfirm Thailandds commi t men
workes and seafarers in compliance with international labor standards. The Convention outlines
seafarersd rights, such as fair terms of empl
working and living conditions onboard ships. This is thik O7convention Thailand has ratified.
Thailand is the "™Member State to have ratified this Convention. The MLC 2006 will enter into
force on 7 June 2017, one year after its ratification.

Moreover, concerned agencies are considering the necessary sevederant Thai laws,
studying gap analysis as well as arranging tr
Fishing Convention No. 188, the Protocol to Conventiod Rfotocol to the Forced Labour
Convention, as well as the Right tgadize and Collective Bargaining Convention No. 98 by 2017

An example of the application of the Maritime Labour Act B.E. 2558 is the case of the crews
of the Danai 6 and Danai 8 oil tankers, owned by Thai Quality Tankers Co., Ltd., who complained
that tre company withheld wages owed to them during Audbstember 2016. After an
investigation by the authorities concerned, the company was found to be in violation of the Act and
ordered on 30 December 2016 and 4 January 2017 respectively, to payethevagbh plus
interest to the respective oil tankers crews to the total amount of 3,290,878.63 THB (94,025.10 USD).

1.5.7 Thailand deposited the Instrument of Ratification of the ASEAN Convention
againstTrafficking in Persons Especially Womenand Children (ACTIP)

On 21 November 2015 in Kuala Lumpur, Thailand and the other ASEAN member
countries jointly signed the ASEAN Convention against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women
and Children (ACTIP) and endorsed the ASEAN Plan of Action against ifaffickPersons,
Especially Women and Children (APA). The objectives of this Convention include (1) to prevent
and combat trafficking in persons, especially women and children; (2) to protect and assist victims of
trafficking in persons; and (3) to pronumeperation among therpas to meet these objectives.

On 24 July 2016, Thailand deposited the Instrument of Ratification of the ACTIP with the
Secretarieneral of ASEAN as the third ratifying country after Singapore and Cambodia.
Thailand, thereforés persuading other member countries to ratify ACTIP which will enter into
force once there arelaast 6 ratifying countries.

The objectives of this Convention include (1) to prevent and combat trafficking in persons,
especially women and childrentd)rotect and assist victims of trafficking in persons; and (3) to
promote cooperation among the parties to meet these objectives. In the implementation of the
APA, Thailand has established acarbmittee to follow up by organizing meetings with quegter
agencies to raise awareness of both ACTIP and APA and delegate line agencies to further initiate
programs and activitimssupport the implementation.

16 GovernmentOfficial Complicity

The governmentontinuego activelycrackdown on official complicity and corruption.
Preventiveneasuretgethemwith disciplinarandcriminalsanctiongreimplementeaationwide.

The Administrative Measuresto Prevent Public Of f i dnvotvémi@rg in Human
Trafficking,whichcameinto effectsince2015 setout a clearcodeof conductfor publicofficialsas
well asdisciplinaryand legalpunishmentgor wrongdoers. This year,more governmenbfficial
complicitycasesvereprocessedndconvictedFrom 2013to the presentatotal of 45government
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officialshave beenchargedor involvementn traffickingin persons(2 civil servantsy military
personnel22 policeofficers,and 14 localpoliticianswith 6 havingbeenconvicted25 havingbeen
indictedin CriminalCourt, 14 still underinterrogationandthe resteitherremovedrom serviceor
suspended. Out of the 45 governmentofficials, 10 police officials were involved in human
traffickingcase# 2016.

In 2016 therehasalsobeena strongemphasisn attackinghe beneficiarieandincentives
for human trafficking. One primaryapproachis to have AMLO targetand seizethe assetf
numeroushiumantraffickingoffendersTheoveralleffectisto makehumantraffickinglessdesirable
andshouldthereforebeavoidfor the offenders.

The Administrative Measuresto Prevent Public Of f i dnvolvémi@rg in Human
Traffickingcameinto effectsince2015andsetout a codeof conductfor publicofficialsaswell as
disciplinanandlegalpunishment$or wrongdoersPoliceofficersarecurrentlyin closecoopeation
with AMLO in the humantraffickingcaseseportprocesso increasefficiencyof the prosecution
proces®othin termsof criminalproceedingandassetonfiscation.

For further details please see section 2.6

1.7Integrating the Interagency DatabaseSystem

Thailand databassystenon the preventiorandsuppressionf humantraffickingis now
fully operational. Concernedagenciesijncluding Royal Thai Police, Departmentof Special
InvestigationOffice of the Attorney General,and Ministry of SocialDevelopmentand Human
Securityhaveprecipitatedo updatethe recordof prosecutiorandvictim supportinformationsince
the humantraffickinglawfirst enterednto forcein 2008.

The aforementionedatabassystenis capableof designingannualcomparisorreportsin
forms of dashboardstables,and diagramchartsto representifferentformatssuchastypesof
unlawfulactivitiespationalitygenderandageof suspectandvictims,aswellascasestatusesither
in the investigationprosector, or court process. The informationavailableonline throughthe
internetsystems subjectto privacycontrol measuredueto the confidentialityof the data,which
includestatusof prosecutiorandpersonainformaton of thevictims.

The Court of Justicehasestablished humantraffickingcasesectionin the CriminalCourt
to broaderthe databassystenon judgmenteliveryof thesecasesyith financialsupportfrom the
Preventionand Suppressionf Human TraffickingFund. The databasaystemis dso currently
conductinga feasibilitystudy on linking with the 13-digit nationalidentificationnumberin the
citizenregistrysystenof the Ministryof Interior recordgo furtherimprovethe performancef the
integrateddatabasewhich can lead to closer coordinationand quicker responsefrom law
enforcement.

In 2017,informationfrom the Court of Justicewill be linked to completethe database
system. Policeofficersarecurrentlyin closecooperatiorwith the Anti-MoneyLaunderingOffice
(AMLO) in the humantrafficking casegeport procesgo increaseefficiencyof the prosecution
proces®othin termsof criminalproeedingsindassetonfiscation.

1.8Partnership

The Government uses the proactive and +esefited approach to forge the pashagr
both internally and internationally. The Government continues to deepen and broaden its
partnerships with foreign governments, the private sector, several international organizations and
civil society organizations both in and outside Thailand diecprtangible and sustainable results.
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National Level

1 Recognizing that human trafficking cannot be solved by the government alone, the
government has continuously attempted to foster fRublateCivil Society Partnership (PPCP)
collaboration througjoint action and joint projects. Setting o f Fi shermends Lif
Center (FLEC) or Drop in Center to improve living standard and assist migrant workers and their
families in fishery industry in 22 provirmssveen government agencies and NGOs

T An important approach in working with civil society is to utilize the strengths and
expertise of the various NGOs to help authorities effectively and sustainably overcome the
challenges of human trafficking and in providing preventive and protection rfeasafisking
victims.

1 This including working with civil society to help reintegrate trafficking victims back
into society and not fall back into the vicious trafficking cycle. NGOs have an important role in
assisting with vocational training, heakhead psychological rehabilitation to prepare for the
return to civil society.

Bilateral Cooperationd neighbor countries, other countries, and the U.S.

1 The Government is determined to have active leading role against human trafficking in
the region and collaborating with the CLMV (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam) countries
while alsoexpanding cooperation with segional and regional partners, including countries
beyond the region that share the common crusade against human traffickingtarsuippsint
antthuman trafficking projects.

1 Since trafficking in persons is a transnational issue, Thailand underscores the
significance of tackling this crbssder challenge through close cooperation with its neighboring
countries, especially the CLMWuntries (Cambodia, Laos PDR, Myanmar, Vietnam), through
various frameworks of agreement and dialogue. In 2016, Cambodia works with Thailand in
developing a joint plan of action to complement their MOU on cooperation to combat trafficking in
persons, siggd on 30 October 2014. The 1st phase of the plan of action for the yéa2 ABL6
has been implemented. Thailand and Lao PDR are in process of renewing the MOU on cooperation
to the combat trafficking in persons, originally signed in 2006, whiclstieshger measures in
preventing and suppressing trafficking in persons. Both countries also signed the renewed MOU on
Labor Cooperation on 6 July 2016. Thailand and Myanmar are in the process of reviewing to renew
their 2009 Memorandum of Understandingdateral Cooperation for Eliminating Trafficking in
Children and Women and Assisting Victims of Trafficking, with the aim to have a better operational
procedure to prevent and suppress trafficking in persons. Both countries also signed a renewed
MOU on Labor Cooperation and a renewed Agreement on Cross Border Cooperation on 24 June
2016. The important addition of the renewal is on using the border pass to be used as substitution
for passport when requesting for work permit in 4 provinces alon@ Mysanmar border.

Thailand also worked with Vietnam to prepare Viethnamese workers to migrate into Thailand, under
the 2015 signed MOU on labor cooperation, including training and making manuals in the
Vietnamese language. For further details please Eefefl tonder Partnership.

§ Thailand is cooperating with IOM on the information campaign to raise awareness of
the risks and danger of irregular migration and send a strong message to criminal network operating
in the region of the seriousness of countnedvied to combat people smuggland trafficking in
persons.

1 In the & Bali Process Ministerial Conference, Thailand proposed important
recommendations such as addressing the problem at the root causes, promotion of safe and legal
migration pathways, ther capacity building for law enforcement personnel, provision of access for
humanitarian organizations to reach migrants and provide humanitarian assistance to them, and
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recognizing the importance of information campaigns as a tool to prevent furémeemmwand
to send strong message to human smuggling and trafficking networks of the serious determination
of law eforcement efforts against them.

1 Beyond the region, Thailand has been working closely with its longtime partner such
as Japan under Jag@dnhailand Joint Task Force on Couddirafficking in Persons, established
since 2006. Several frameworks are being developed between Thailand and regional colleagues or
preventing and suppressing trafficking in persons, inter alia, Brunei Darussalsia, Chate,
United Aab Emirates, and South Africa.

1 With the United States, a lestgnding partner of Thailand in dntman trafficking,
there has been significant developments in cooperation in 2016, particularly in law enforcement
field. The varietgf cooperation include consultations, intelligence and information sharing, as well
as funding or facilitating trainings for relevant agencies, such as frontline officers. Many frameworks
produce constructive and essential outcomes on addressing rapthiatkiman trafficking issues.
The Thailand Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force (TICAC) has been newly established
with assistance from the FBI and HIS to combat sexual exploitation facilitated via the internet and
help law enforcement agenctes more effectively investigate and increase the chance of
imprisoning offenders.

Partnership with International Organizations, NGOs and Media

1 Acknowledging the important roles of NGOs, International Organizations and Civil
Society in combating human ficking, Thai agencies continue their engagement and collaboration
with multistakeholders. Thailarsdopen to working with International Organizations, NGOs and
foreign media to support ahtiman trafficking efforts, promote remedial measures inau®rd
with international practices, and share experiences and best Ratgicas agencies continue to
cooperate closely with NGOs and International Organizations in the areas such as victim
identification process, health programs, education, cbilcguebey, resettlement and repatriation.
Concerned agencies also forged partnerships with ILO and EU delegations to Thailand to
implement a project to combat unacceptable forms of work in fishing and isdafidds.

f Thailand is cooperating with IOM the information campaign to raise awareness of
the risks and danger of irregular migration and send a strong message to criminal network operating
in the region of the seriousness of countries involved to combat people smuggling and trafficking in
persos.

1 The Government attaches importance to working with the media, both domestic and
foreign, to ensure awareness of Thailandds de
This includes having the media be involved in the efforts to promate aneatness to lessen the
risks of becoming trafficking victims.

Partnership with Private Sectors

1 The Government has involved the private sector, particularly the owners and
operators of migrant workers who have everything to gain or lose from tge s€durman
trafficking, to become jointly responsible in the prebtdwing efforts to ensure a meaningful and
sustainable outcome. The best practices from the private sector are then shared with the rest of the
private sector to implement further.
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(2) Prosecution

Introduction

The year 2016 witnessed the higher cost of human trafficking and punishment because of key
policy and measures detailed in the previous section. The overall effettrnishtoman
trafficking from a low-risk, high return option into a high-risk, no return proposition The
use ofasset seizuresin response to human traffickingas extensiveat all levels of law
enforcement in 2018ssets seizure in 2016 represents an increase of 414 percent (784 million THB
or 22.4 million USD)ém 2015 (195 million THB or 5.4 million USBrsher punishment or
more stringent sentencesdave been imposedn human traffickers, particularly an increase in
number of offenders sentenced to more than 2 years but less than 10 years imprisonneents. High
the Governmentoés priority is the systematic t
syndicates and government officials complicit in traffickdmginistrative officers also play a
critical role in strengthening law enforcement t@pabinvestigating and prosecuting perpetrators
of human trafficking, especially through exercising the power to close businesses involved in human
trafficking, which hava deterrent effecton human traffickers. A new recommendation issued by
the Presdent of the Supreme Court wunder the new
aims atreducing the case backlog The number of cases awaiting resolution before the judge
processed since 2015 was reduced to 10 cases in 2016, which reflecteceimpgneste bin the
justice system to clear the backlog and speed up the resolution of human trafficking cases in a year.

This chapter illustrates key deliverables and the most tangible -guoaltjgbutcomes which
were achieved throughout 2016 and distails proactive law enforcement and systematic
cooperation to enhance the Gov e-traffickegilaws andc ap ac
regulations.
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Diagram 11 Key Focuses in 2016
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2.1 Human Trafficking Cases
2.1.1 Reduing the case backlog

In 2016, theease backlogqor cases awaiting resolution) which were submitted to the
court in 2015 and before have bextuced to 10ut of 409casesOn 5 October 2016hé court
clearedall the case backlog frotne yea2014 On 30 November 201@he number of the case
backlogirom the year 2015 wereduced to only 10 casébe backlog statistics in Tablbelow
reflectsignificantprogress being made in the justice system to clear the backlog and speed up the
resolution ofhuman trafficking cases. This indicates a major step forward to consolidate law
enforcement efforts to reduce the case backlog and bring human trafficking to justice.

Table 2. The Number of CaseBacklog Each Year

Year The number of TIP cases filed to The number of case backlog
the court each year

2014 186 0

2015 223 10

2.12TIP Cases uncovered and under Investigation in 2016

In 2016, the Police uncovered and investigated a t8&8 duman traffickingcases
originated in the yeawhich representan increase of 5 percenfrom 317 cases in 2015.

Table 2 below provides a breakdown of the numbers of each type of trafficking cases
uncovered and investigated in 2016, compared to the two previous years. From 388acases,
relatedo sexual exploitation 43 cases of 75 cases in labor exploitatiomeskred withworkers
in fishing sector, while 8 cases are related torced begging and the remaining
3 cases atthe use of children pornography production.

The statistics iflable2 indicate a trend of increasing TIP cases, which is commensurate
with the magnitude of the problem. The breakdown by types of cases under investigation by
exploitation type also help to reflect not only the degree of the problems in theckexqtiefil
fishing sector, but also the seriousness and greater effectiveness of the government in pursuing case:
against offenders in both major sectors.
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Table 3: TIP Cases under Investigation by Exploitation Type

Year Cases under Investigation
Cases Exploitation Type
SexTrafficking The use of Begging  Labor Laborin  Others

Children in fishing
Pornography sector
Production

2014 280 223 1 16 33 3 3

2015 317 245 - 3 30 39 -

2016 333 244 3 8 32 43 3

Diagram 12 The Trends for Investigation

Law Enforcement

280 13.2% 5.0%
cases INCREASE INCREASE




43

Diagram 13 TIP Cases by Exploitation Type
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2.1.3The number of offenders

The number obffendersin TIP cases who have been arrested and charged thi§§@auts
of which265 are malevhile335 are femalgd62 are Thai35 are Myanmar, 26 are Cambodian
41 are LaotianThe total numbers other nationalities are 3among these are 27 Viethamese, 1
Filipinos, 2 Malaysian, 2 Uzbekistan, 1 Swiss, 1 British, and 2 Sri Lankan. Statistics of offenders
arrested by gender and natityalie shown in Table 3 bglo

Looking at the overall trend, one can see that the number of cases against offenders have been
increasing since 2014, which reflects thd@thenforcement officershaveremained vigilantin
their efforts to capture andosecute those offendeltsshould be noted, however, that the reason
the number obffenders arrested in 2015 wamrticularlyhigh, wasdue to one major case, the
Rohingya case whichinvolved 296 offenders
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Table 4 Offenders of TIP Cases by Gendeand Nationality

Year Offenders Gender Nationality

Male Female Thai Myanmar Cambodiar Laotian Others

2014 442 217 225 374 39 9 8 12
2015 690 372 318 617 47 1 10 15
2016 600 265 335 462 35 26 41 36

Diagram 14 Numbers of Offenders by Gendr

Law Enforcement
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Diagram 15 Numbers of Offenders by Nationality
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2.1.4 Indictments in 2016

In 2016, public prosecutor indicteB01 casessompared to 251 cases in 2015. The
number ofcases that were not indictededucedfrom 12 cases in 20fo 1 casdhis year (Please

see explanation above in 2.1.3) and 9 cases are under consideration. Figures are shown in Table ¢
below.

Table4 below illustrates that the number of cases indicted by the public prosecutor
increased considerably every yddris is a reflection of the seriousness of Thai authorities in
bringing offenders to justice, the greater effectiveness of the public prosecutor and the care taken in
assembling quality cases to ensure indictment.

Table 5: Status of Indictments by Yar

Year Indict Not Indicted Pending additional
evidences

2014 231 12 2

2015 251 12 5

2016 301 1 9
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Diagram 16 The Trends for Indictment
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2.1.5 Convictions in 2016

2.1.5.1 Statistics of Conviction Timeline&Speedy Trial

The conviction rate of cases with tbarts of first instance shows a steadily increasing
trend. This applies to both cases convicted within six months and cases convicted within one year.
The details can be seen in TdbleThis trend is another clear reflection of the seriousness,
effectveness and quality of work done by the agencies concerned throughout the process, namely,
the police, the prosecutor and the courts.
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Table 6: TIP Convicted Cases by Duration

Courts of First Instanced TIP Convicted Cases by Duration
Year Months Years Total
O 1| >13 > 3-6 > 6-12 >1-2 > 2-3 >3-4 > 4-5
2014 7 (3%) | 23 (1B6) | 50 (24%) | 65 (32%) | 49 (24%) | 9 (4%) | 3 (1%) - 206 (100%)
2015 13 (8%) | 23 (12%) | 37 (22%) | 40 (24%) | 43 (25%) | 12 (®6) | 1 (1%) - 169 (1006)
2016
(Jan-Nov) 20 (6%) | 49 (18%) | 94 (28%) | 132 (400) | 30 (9%) | 4 (1%) - 1* (0.3%) | 330 (10@%)
Not@®: means | ess than or equal to

* The case took abddt ylears because the public prosecutor had to prolong the process of locating a missing witness, who b
unavailable @it the country.

The statistics in Table 5 show the trend of TIP convicted cases by duration as follow:

o The number otases convicted within three monthsncreasesfrom about
14 percent (30 out of 206) in 2014, to 21 percent (36 out of 169) in 2@1Blapercent
(69 out of 330) in 2016;

o0 The number otases convicted within six months increasefilom about 39
percent (80 out of 206) in 2014, to 43 percent (73 out of 169) in 2015 arnmktoent
(163 out of 330) in 2016;

o The number ofcases convictedwithin a year are ashigh as nearly90
percent(295 out of 330) in 2016, as compared to 67 percent (113 out of 169) in 2015 and to
70 percent (145 out of 206) in 2014, respectively;

o In contrast, the number oéses convicted longer than a yeatsodropped
significantly from about 30 percent (61 out of 206 in 2014 and 56 out of 169 in 2015) down
to about10 percen(35 out of 330) in 2016.

One can see from the figures in Table 5 that there was a drastic shift in the conviction rate
for TIP cases througdxpediting court proceedings, resulting in a significant increase in the number
of convicted cases (as high as 330 convictions in 2016), compared to 169 in 2015 and 206 in 2014.
Al l owing for a number of pr evi o ulse impdctPof tikea s e s
President of todpeedyFiabrecanmendaion effettiieson 19 December 2014,
in reducing court proceedings time became apparent in 2016.
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2.1.5.2The number of convicted offenders

Overall, the yed 0shwthe number of convctions (268)increased by 30.7 percent
from those convicted id 0 1 5Partic2lérl$ noteworthy is the increase in the percentage of those
sentenced to more tharyears imprisonment whichincreased to 52 percentompared t@ 0 1 5 .
Also, the percerga of those sentenced to more tHaryears but less than 10 years
imprisonment increased to 63 percerdompared t@ Q dsHlustrated in Table 6

Table 7: Sentenced Offenders

Sentences 2015 | 2016 Increase
(jail term) Defendants Convicted Percentage
< 6 months 4 9 125%
> 6 - 012 months 3 9 200%
>1-02years 6 7 16%
>2 - O3 years 20 22 10%
>3- 05 years 39 68 74%
>5-010 years 60 98 63%
>10 years 73 55 -25%
Total 205 268 30%
Not@: means | ess than or equal to

Diagram 17 The Trends for Conviction
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Diagram 18 Numbers of Convicted Offenders by Jail Term
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Diagram 19 Percentage oDefendantsSentenced toMore Than 2Years
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The diagram above shows that the number of convicted offenders has dramatically increased
in 2016. The number of those sentenced to more2harars imprisonment is 248ut of 268
(accounted fo®0.7 percentof the total number of convictions) while the number of those
sentenced to more tharyears imprisonmentand10 years imprisonmentss 153out of 268 (or
57.1 percenof the total number of convictions) a&fbut of 268 20.5 percentyespectively.

The increased proportions indicate the seriousness of the authorities in tackling the cases,
the quality of the cases, and the effectivenelks obordination process from the police through
the prosecutors to the courts.

2.16 Ef f e Pdlide Ineestigation

In 2014,115 case$4l percent out of 280 cases were investigatedfisatt to the
public prosecutorin the same year, while the itigasion of the othel65 case¢9 percenf was
completedlater in 2015.

In 2015,174 casegb5 perceny out of 317 cases were investigatedfilgtito the
public prosecutorsin the same year, while the investigation of the b#8ecase$45 percen}
wascompleted later in 2016.
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In 2016,286 caseg86 percen} out of 333 cases were investigatedfiatto the
public prosecutors while the investigation of the oth&f cases(14 percent was nearly

completed Statistics are shown in the table 7 below
Table 8 The Number of TIP cases under police investigation

TIP cases under police investigation

Year Cases Investigation completed each year
2014 2015 2016
2014 280 115 (42%) 165 (594) 0
2015 317 N/A 174 (550) 143 (4%%)
2016 333 N/A N/A 286 (86%)
20142016 930 15 339 429

Pending
additional
evidences

0
0

47 (14%)
47

Table 7 above illustrates the number and percentage of cases investigated and filed to the
public prosecutors which have been steadily increasing since 2014. 86 peoceruf(283) for
2016, compared to 55 percent (174 out of 317) in 2015, represeirtargase of 31 percer{86
percer5 percent) from 2015 and compared to 41 percent (115 out of 280) in 2014, representing

an increase of 45 perceritom 201686 perent41 percent).

Table 81: Police Investigation Duration for TIP Cases in 2012016

Police Investigation Duration for TIP Cases

Year Domestic Transnational All
Cases Days Cases Days Cases
2014 259 100 17 391 276
2015 256 102 59 191 315
2016 259 71 22 86 281

Days
118
118

72

The figures shown in Table 7.1 show the improved efficiency of the police investigating TIP
cases and in forwarding the cases to prosecutors as seen in ndaysespEnt per casewhich
fell from about 118 days 2014 an@015to about 72 daysn 2016, an approximat® percent
improvement Significant improvemeint the transnational trafficking category, as seen in the
much shorter timspent per casé 86 daysin 20160 compared to 191 days in 2015 and 391 days
in 2014 also reflects the closer and better cooperation between the policeprosethéors in

handling cases.
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2.1.7 Key Factors in Prosecutiomiprovements

The greater effectiveness in human trafficking law enforcement is a result of the following
additonal measures

(1) Clear instruction and positive encouragement from the policy leveboth the
Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Ministers, to ensure closer and smoother coordination,
cooperation and joint operations among law enforcement officials;

(2) The financial support necessaryor the running costs ddll special units on
Anti-Human Trafficking in the Royal Thai Policy, the Office of Attorney General and the courts,
along with expenses necessarnefouiting and training the personnel

(3) The urts are processing cases quicker daai@ctive from the President of
the Supreme Couriand the setting up af special unit the Human Trafficking Case Division of
the Criminal Court, which heljgsofasttrackh case processi ng.

(4) The completiomf Interagency Database Systenwhich is now fully operational;

(5) An additionalfocus is to attack the marketing and business incentives for human
trafficking which has made human traffickenghigh-risk and no return proposition.

The AntiMoney laundering Organization (AMLO) targets and seizes the assets of
numerous human trafficking offenders. The Fishery Act now provides for fining and penalizing
owners and operators; i.e. the beneficiaries from human trafficking. The overall effect is to turn
human trafficking from a lekisk, high return option into a higkk, no return proposition.

(6) Thesystematic targeting of major syndicateand obi g fi shdé for
and prosecution.

2.2 Additional Key Measures

In addition to the various easures undertaken against trafficking cases in Section 2.1, the
following additional key measures were also implemented in 2016.

2.2.1The actions of the Ad Hoc SubCommittee on Increasing Effectiveness of Human
Trafficking Prosecution.

The Preventiomnd Suppression of Human Trafficking Committee set up an Ad Hoc
SubCommittee on Increasing Effectiveness of Human Trafficking Prosecbhaoed by a
senior public prosecutorandcomprising of an Advisor to the Prime Ministerand9 senior
representative from all relevant government agencies, nathelQffice of AttorneyGenerd,
Ministry of Social Development and Human SecurityMinistry of Labour, Ministry of
Interior, Rights and Liberties Protection DepartmentDepartment of Special Investigation
Anti-Money Laundering Office Ministry of Justice and the Royal Thai PoliceandOffice of
Public Sector AntiCorruption Commission. The Ad Hoc SulCommittee on Increasing
Effectiveness of Human Trafficking Prosecution undertook the following actiorissundadate:
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(2)Monitor and supervise all human trafficking cases

The Ad Hoc SulCommittee haspdated the recordson the numbeof human
trafficking cases underthe responsibility of thgolice, theattorney generaland thecourts in
thesame format so that it can be verified and followed up.

(2)Resolve any other obstacles related to victim screening and victim protection

The Ad Hoc SulCommittee has revised new guideline on effective victim
screening proceduresand also put together a numbgpolicy recommendationssuch as the
Ministry of | n thatrhasobedh Sssu¢dealipw Ifoeetgn actims in human
trafficking cases &tay and work in Thailand for 2 yearsFor further details, please see Section
1.3.2)

(3) Supervise all huma trafficking cases, legal issues and other obstacles to
allow legal proceeding to proceed effectively, swiftly and fairly

The Ad Hoc Sulcommittee has followed up and expedited human trafficking cases.
2.2.2 New Regulations of the Attorneyseneral forspeedy expedition

The AttorneyGeneral issued new ldisectivesto indict human trafficking offenses as
follows:

(1) A regulation, issued on 22 March 2016, for the public prosdoutoprove their
performance in filing casesand formore careful ©nsideration of bailor delay requests
which have helped cases to proceed more rapidly.

(2)A regulation, issued on 9 December 2016, for the public proséediterall human
traffickingcases tats special unit the Department of Anlluman Traffiking, for consideration.

2.2.33tringent bail conditions for human traffickers

The nHumvan drafficking Criminal Procedure Act) became effect
25 May 2016 and mandates more stringent considerations for bail in human trafficking cases. Key
meastes include:

(1) A requirementfor the Courtto take into accountwhether or not human trafficking
cases involverganized crime major syndicatesand obi g f i sho, oficel wel |
complicity when it considers an application for bail bgefendant. This measure aims to
encourage a victim or witness to provide evidence in the Court and better protect a victim and
witness from intimidation, harassment and all forms of behavior associated with coercion.

(2) A requirementfor law enforcemeén of fi ci als to give full
recommendations on measutesprevent the escape of a defendant released on baiid
ensure public safetywhen bail is granted, beftine Court renders its decision.
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(3) A requirement for the Courtto charge a defendant with aeparate offence if
a defendant does not return to the Court as promised.

2.2.4The Use of Asset Seizures by thenti-Money Laundering Office (AMLO)

In 2016, AMLO has involved in financial investigation and asset ae@zlite cases
The agency seized ov@&d,000,000 THR224 million USD) of assets related to the commission
of an offense. Assets seizure in 20ffesentan increase of 414 percefriom 2015 (195,000,000
THB or 5,400,000 USDGurrently all of the ases are with the civil court.

Table 9: AMLOGOsSs assets seizure

Year TIP Cases Assets confiscation

195,000,000 THB
A e (5400,000JSD)
784,000,000 THB
2016 9 (22,400,000 USD)
Increase (o) 414%

This yearthe civil court hasordered the forfeitue of assets of oveB87,504,023 THB
(2,480,000 USDirom 6 orders to the state under the Muiney Laundering Act 2015. 2 out of 6
orders are forfeitures of assets over 3,892,029 THB (111,200 W8bjJrafficking caseswhile
the other 4 orders are femures of assets (i.e., cash, bank accounts and property) of over
83,611,994 THB (2,380,000 USD) onRbkingya casesOver 11,000,000 THB (312,145 USD)
of these assets were seized fyouernment officials involvedn the cases.

2.25 The setting up ard operation of theThailand Internet Crimes Against Children
(TICAC)

Since December 2015, the Governrhastset up the Thailand Internet Crimes Against
Children Task Force. Based on a U.S. model, the TICAC has organized its fungtiesalisere
the Royal Thai Police has been working directlyhgithederal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI)to access to the databas¢hef National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC) in the U.S. Th&BI, HSI and the Royal Thai Police
collaborate closely to share-teaé¢ information on reported cases of sexual exploitation facilitated
online which led to human trafficking investigations.

The TICAC is currently comprised of command, administratidepperational unit.
There arés full-time police officersst at i oned at t h48 opé&ratiGchal@dice o f f i
officers were assigned on a chgecase basis to this national task force to conduct both field
investigations and perform digital foiremsvestigations. For the time being, the TICAC is still an
ad hoc body but it is planed to operate on a more permanent basis with full time police officers
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Table 10 Cases under the TICAC

Offenders Status of the 25 cases
(no.) Under Undgr . Convicted Pending
- S consideration . o
Repatriation Investigation On trial by the additional
; by the .
by the Police Court evidences
Prosecutor
1 New Zealander 2 Thais 1 Australian 1 Japanese 3 British 1 Thai
3 Americans 5 Americans 1 British 1 Swiss 1 Australian
1 Swiss 1 French 1 American
1 Norwegian
Total 24 Offenders (8 nationalities)

Table 8 showa total of 64 alleged incident®f child exploitation were reported throughout
this year. Out of 64 cases, the police f@netiminal offencesd 18 caes arethe use of children
in pornography production 4 cases arehild sexual abuseand3 casesarehuman trafficking
cases 24 alleged offenders were chargedmong the offenders, there wBrioreign nationals
0 9 Americans 5 British, 3 Australians 2 Switzerland 1 French 1 Norwegian 1 Japaneseand
3 Thais as shown in the bar chart below. The Police repatriated 4 alleged offenders back to their
home countries. 10 alleged offenders were under investigation by the Police. The Prosecutor is
considerig 1 case. 2 cases were on trial while 5 offenders were convicted. The Police were still
finding additional evidences for the other 3 cases.

Diagram 15 Numbers of Offenders by Nationalities

Offenders by Nationalities

5
3 3
2
' 1 1 1
us AUS UK TH FR JP NOR

Swiss

The pie chart below summarizéee tproportion and different percentage of the
exploitation type of cases, which were uncovered and investigated by the TICAC. A large number of
cases,/2 percent(or 18 cases) out of 25 cases are for the use of childpemagraphy
production while thproportion ofchild sexual abusecases i$6 percent (4 casespmong those
forms of child sexual exploitati@im® casesaccounted foit2 percenbf all cases.
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Diagram 16 Numbers of TICAC Cases by Exploitation Type

TICAC Cases by Exploitation Type

Child Sexual
Abuse 4 cases
16%

2.26 Training Law EnforcementOfficials

Since the enactmenttbe Anti-Human Trafficking Act (B.E. 2551)a total 0f3,651
law enforcement officialsfrom various agenciegere trainedon the enforcement of the law. In
2016489 officials completed the trainindo ensure a better understang of and how to enforce
the new Act. In additiod, training programs were held for 240 officiake exchange experiences
and review the practical use of the measures. Under Section 27 ofHibenAntilrafficking Act
(B.E. 2551), law enforcement oéfis have the authority to conduct interviews during the victim
identification process, inspect suspicious mode of transportation, inspect and shut down locations
with evidence of trafficking and so forth. A total Af1l law enforcement officials
multidi sciplinary team as well adusiness or plants ownersvere trained to foster better
compliance witlthe Anti-Human Trafficking Act (B.E. 2558) which is the amendment of the
Anti-Human Trafficking Act (B.E. 2551) and provides a strong incentive for lelstielbo come
forward and additional measures for administrative officers to exercise their power to close
businesses involved in human trafficking.

All the above additional key measures illustrate the selection of key experts to be
involved in all siges of the policy cycle and prosecution in different stages of the trafficking loop.
This is to ensure key deliverables and the most tangible agdahitghoutcomes are achieved
from the more efficient law enforcement mechanism as well as the dr&itenapce of law
enforcement agencies.

2.3Witnesses and Informants

Protection is provided to all witnesses involved in human trafficking cases. The MSDHS
provides protection to witnesses who are victims of trafficking while the Rights and Liberties
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Praection Department (MOJ) provides protection to witnesses who are not victims of trafficking,
including informants.

In 2016, there werB42 witnessesvho arevictims of trafficking under the protection of
the MSDHS. Tight security encompassing 24 hootEe guard and surveillance cameras are
provided in every shelter. During the trial and investigation process, a police officer and a social
caseworker will accompany the witness to the court and police station. Moreover, during witness
examination, adwictims can ask the court if they want to be put in a separate room, for fear of
confronting their perpetrators. Child victims are always put in a separate room during witness
examination and are accompanied by a social worker and psychologist owpensotie
children have requested to be in the room with.

On the other han®54 withessesvho arenot victims of trafficking, includingnformants,
are under the protection of the Rights and Liberties Protection DepartmentUnder the
Witness ProtectioncA (B.E. 2546) witnesses and dependents are provided protection including the
protection to their life, sanitation, freedom, reputation, and assets. Services provided to witnesses
and dependents include a safe housko@4security protection, 200 THBydé.71 USD) for
food and beverage, and 200 THB/day (5.71 USD) for living expense.

Diagram 17 Victim assistance and witness protection
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2.4 The Exercise of an Administrative Power

The Ministry of I nteri or t appmah tewardsaacklingv e r
human trafficking situation. Their special administrative power given by the National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO) No. 22/2015 allows the ministry tosmeoral access to illegal
entertainment centersor entertainment compkxes under high restrictions, investigate, and
close downent ertai nment centers involved in traff
administrative power allows Thailand to have higher access to criminal groups.

2.4.1 The Operation of the Ministry ofnterior (MOI) in 2016

The Ministry used ispecial administrative sanction poweto help reduced the supply
of under aged prostitution which ledat&year close down of 238 entertainment centerEhe
Ministry also provides full protection to inforan. In 2016, MOl 6s i nve:
government official complicity cases in which the total of 10 police officers involved were
investigated (Summary of government official complicity figures can be found in Section 2.6). The
two cases were (1) tNatari entertainment and massage center case in Bangkok (2jstimegJojo
case in Ubon Ratchathani. Of which 7 officials involved in the Natari entertainment and massage
center in Bangkok and the other 3 involved in thesdop parlor in Ubon Ratchathanirther
details of the two cases will be elaborated in Section 2.6. Since 2015, the MOI has carried out 3
cases, 2 of which originated in 2015 and another case originated in 2016. The court sentenced the
offenders of those three cases to 30 years,r$payeh20 years imprisonment respectively.

2.4.2 Additional measures taken in 2016

The Ministry of Interior allocated550,000 THB (215,714 USD) budgév 40
provinces out of 77 provinces in Thailand to investigate-isghpremises twice a month at
provincial level and once every month at district level.

2.4.3 Key implications of national integration across all forces and law enforcement

The Administrative officers have had a critical role in strengthening law enforcement
capacity in investigagi and prosecuting perpetrators of human trafficking. Key result areas and
principle accountabilities in 2016 include:

(1) Human traffickindaw enforcement officialsinclude not only the police, public
prosecutors and the courts the administrative offices d namely the Ministry of Interior, the
Department of Special Investigation of the Ministry of Justicgntifdoney Laundering Office,
the Office of the National ArGorruption Commission, and the Office of Public Sector Anti
Corruption Commissiod dsohave a proactive dutyo suppress human trafficking upon which
imposed by the AnHHuman Trafficking Act as well as relevant laws and regulations.

2) The Ministry of alsbplayerleading ok in onbebtigating rarsd
prosecuting perpetoas of human trafficking througixercising their powers for the closure of
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business premisesinvolved in human trafficking, which haveleterrent effecton human
traffickers.

(3) This joint force policing animtegrated model help improve the national law
enforcement effectiveness and efficiency in tackling sex trafficking.

(4) The various effective elementavthess protectionhave been fully implemented
into the national prosecution service.

(5) Nongovernmental organizationsalso play an active role in impletimgnwitness
protection measures in human trafficking cases before, during and after an investigation, working
closely with the law enforcement officials to ensure the safety of all witnesses.

2.5 The Operation of theDepartment of Special Investigatior(D Sl)

In 2016, the DSI uncovered and investigatsek trafficking casesboth of which took place
in Bahrain. The court ordered 8 arrested warrants, which led to the arrest of 1 out of 8 offenders.
One case is on trial while the other case is still immdstigation by DSI. On November 2016, the
DSI al so visited Bahrain to meet with the (
Committee to Combat Trafficking in Persand other relevant agencies to discuss measures to
prevent and suppress hunmeafficking cases. Furthermore, the DSI met with Thai community in
Bahrain to raise awareness and create better understanding as well as inform channels to contact the
authorities concerned regarding human trafficking cases to prevent the probleomgiruthe |

2.6 Government Official Complicity
2.6.1 Latest status of cases

This year, more government official complicity cases were uncovered and inastigated.
2013 to 2016, a total 45 government officials have been chargddr involvement in trétking
in persons.

Between 2013201535 out of 45 officialsvere investigated, prosecutedndconvicted
for involvement in human trafficking; the details of the verdicts are as follows:

o In 2013 one official was subjected to criminal charge®atahsed to 4 months in
prison and fined 4,000 THB (114 USD).

o In 2014 7 officials were subjected to criminal charges. 4 convicted officials were
sentenced as follow: (1)\&&r imprisonment (2) -28ar and 6 months imprisonment and fined
126,900 THB (825 USD) (3) Igear imprisonment and fined 360,000 THB (10,285 USD) and (4)
the court dismissed the case. The 3 others are still being investigated.

o In 2015 27 were subjected to criminal charge. One official was sentengedrto 2
and 6 months imprisorent and fined 75,000 THB (2,142 USD). Cases for 4 officials are still under
consideration by the public prosecutor while 22 others are still being investigated.
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In 2016 10 more police officers were investigated from the two following cases:

Case 1 RTP n collaboration with the Provincial Administration, Ministry of
Interior, raidedhe Natari entertainmentand massage centre and arrested 13 offenders, of which
4 were police officers found guilty of human trafficking and bribery. This case was caglght thro
an integrated effort of the Ministry of Interior, the NVADER organization, the Damrongdhama
Centerd special unit under MOI, PACC, and the Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security which helped reduce the supply of under aged prostitutictimEswere rescued from
the centre, the Ministry of Interior used its administrative sanction to close down the entertainment
centre and 470 million baht were seized.

Case 2 RTP in collaboration with the Provincial Administration, Ministry of
Interior, raidedthe Jojosan Karaokein Ubon Ratchathani and arrested 1 police officer for
trafficking Laotian women into prostitution and 5 police officers for bribery.

The 10 police officials from both cases are currerdiyr investigation by the Rab
Sector AntiCorruption Commission (PACC)

Details of theoccupation of the government officials accused of complicity and latest status
of the convicted government officials are shown in Table 11 and Table 12 below.

Table 11:The Occupation of Government Officials Complicit

Year
2013 2014 2015 2016
Occupation

Civil Servants - 1 -
Military - 1 -

Royal Thai Police 1 3 10
Local Politicians - 2 12 -

Total 1 7 27 10 45

Table 12: Latest status ahe convicted government officials

Year
2013 2014 2015 2016
Status of cases
Investigator -
g (Under PACC)
Prosecutor 4
Investigation 3 22
Court Convicted 1 4 1
Dismissed from
court
Total 1 7 27 10 45
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Table 13 below illustrates the status of all 45 government officialdisagiigary charges
o In 2013 one official was subjected to disciplinary charge and removed from the service.

o In 2014 7 officials were subjected to disciplinary charge. 1 wassels from the
government, 4 were ordered to be resigned from the government, 1 has the working status placed
on hold and 1 resigned from the government.

o In 2015 27 officials were subjected to disciplinary charge. 5 were dismissed from
government, 5 werordered to resign from government, 5 had their working status placed on hold,
3 resigned from government and 6 are still under consideration by the disciplinary committee.

o In 2016 10 officials were subjected to disciplinary charge. 1 was dismissie from
government while the 9 others are still under investigation.

° Table 13: Latest status of official complicity disciplinary charges
Year
Occupation 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016
Under disciplinary cdc 6
Pending courtos 3
Resigned from government 1 3
Working status placed on hold 1 5
Ordered to resign from government 1 4 5
Dismissed from government 1 5 1
Total 1 7 27 10 45

In addition, the Anti-Money Laundering Organization (AMLO) investigated the
properties of22 out of 45 officials involving in trafficking in persons. In 2016, the Civil Court
ordered the seizure of assets from 2 officials (1 military and 1 local politician) worth a combined
11.1 million THB (0.31 million USD) and 3 official (1 pealiw 2 local politicians) cases are
pending investigation in Civil Court worth a combined 33.9 million THB (0.97 million USD). All 5
officials are still being criminal trials.
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2.7 Follow up on important cases

Case 1A Pigsty Case (Criminal Case n@00/2558)

1 The Nakhon Pathom Provincial Prosecutor received the case on 12 October 2015 from
the investigation team at the provincial police station in Samkwaipuek district. The prosecution file
charges againgtoffenderson 19 November 2015 for beingraup of three or more people that
committed human trafficking offence through forced labtrase under 15 years of age.

1 The offenders, who are state enterprise officials, were accused of providing residence
for foreigners, hiding or assisting them fle®mng arrested, forcing children to work without
permission, detaining children under 15 year of age and forcing them to perform for the detainers or
others, injuring others both physically and psychologically, forcing children under 15 year of age to
work, forcing employees to work overtime without consent and with no weekly days off, forcing
children to work overtime, paying employees lower than minimum wage, forcing children to work
without reporting to labor officers, intentionally not posting wariging is8 dangerous areas and
clarifying the rights of employers and employees, intentionally not providing fire prevention and
control plans, and intentionally not having work regulations.

1 The Nakhon Pathom Provincial Court deliveredi¢heict on 16 Janary 20175 out
of 9 offenders wereonvicted of human trafficking chargeswvhile 1 was charged with assault and
fined 4,000 THB (114 USD). Among the 5 convicted offenders of human trafficking Zlo&rges,
them weresentenced to 50 yearand fined 120,000HB (3,428 USD. The other offenders2
were sentenced 5@ years and 1 was sentenced to 50 years and 6 months

Case 2The Silver Sea Case (Special Case No. 84/2557)

T In 2014, Thail andods Depart ment of Spec
trafickip case i nvolving forced | abor on a fishing
1 Three victims testified that a Thai agent (the first suspect) deceived them to work on a
fishing boat <called 0Silver Sea Line 2& in Sa

on a boat called o0Mahachai Na v yher2 dré 4 suspectéin s h i
the total.

1 On 26 January 2016, the Criminal Court delivered the verdict sentencing the first
defendant (the agent/broker) toy&ar imprisonment faleceiving others that they could be legally
employed in foreign countries and detaining them under custody while the court dismissed a boat
captain (the second suspect) and the mechanic technician (the third suspbet)pUuRlit
prosecutor has been gpealed the sentenceThe boat owner (the fourth suspect) filed a
complaint to the public prosecutor.The DSI team then carried out further investigation upon the
public prosecutordés request.

1 The case is being under consideration of the public prosecutor.

Case 3Pol. Col. Supat Laohawatana
1 Pol. Col. Supat Laohawatana, a former senior police doctor and his two sons were accused by

t wo of the police doctords former Myanmar em
Myanmar worker identified asrltand had his body buried in his orchard range in Tha Yarng
di strict of Phet burii province. Three skeletor

examined at Central Institute of Forensic Science and two were identified as males.

1 The case wabrought to Phetchaburi Provincial Court on 31 January, 2013. With the
testimonies of his two former workers and the found skeletons, the Court of Appeals sentenced 8
years 33 months of imprisonment on charge of human trafficking and a death sentarge ah ch
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murder for Pol. Col. Supat while his sons were sentenced to 20 years 6 months and 10 years 10
mont hs. During the courtds proceeding, Pol . C
1 By working closely with the Myanmar Police Force, Pol. Col. Supat wasareestatlyby
the Myanmar Police Force on 22 December 2016
1 The Mawlamyine Court sentenced him to 2 years in prisoiThe Royal Thai Government
and the Myanmar Police Force have been working clasahsferhimto the Thai authorities

Case 4 ForcedLabour Shrimp Peeling Shed in Samusakhon

1 The Royal Thai Police arrested 3 out of 5 offenders, including the owner and 2 staffs of the
0Gig Peeling Shedod. The shed was shut down
November 9, 2015.

1 All offencers were charged with (1) conspiring to commit human trafficking (2) bringing
illegal aliens into the Kingdom and (3) violating labour protection laws, including child labor abuses.
After the prerial witness hearing, the 20 Myanmar victims received wvatipensation of
approximately 556,800 THB (15,800 USm@m the AntiHuman Trafficking Fund byhe
MSDHS, among which two victims, nanefy Nyo Win and his wife already received 87,600
THB (2,486 USD).However, Tim Nyo Win and his witfused to suehiscase in Thailand

1 All 20 victims, including Tim Nyo Win and his wife requested to return to their homes
On 5 September 2016, all of the victims were therefore repatriated to Myanmar upon their request.
The Royal Thai Government and the Governroérthe Republic of the Union of Myanmar
cooperated closely on the repatriation process.

9 Prior to their departure 18 out of 20 victims stayed t t he MSDHSOG s S
(Baan Pathumthani) they were provided witbroper care and never complained to the
officials on the compensation scheme and other forms of assistance pfdvidetims were
allowed to work outside the shelterThose who worked outside the shelter received 300 THB
(approximately 9 USD) per day, which is based on national minimum dailhevageer three
Myanmar victims are staying at another shelter (Baan Kredtrakarn) and scheduled-fioalthe pre
witness hearing in 2017.

Case 5Rohingya Cases

9 Hua Sai Case

On 11 January 2015, 8 out of 11 suspects were arrested. The coud d=idietre
on 31 August 2016. One defendant was convicted of human trafficking and related charges and
sentenced to 35 years in prison. The two others receivgebta@rison sentences each on people
smuggling charges; and other the five defendantsravesferred tadhe Padang Besar case in the
Human Trafficking Case Division of the Criminal Court in Bangkok.

1 Transnational Organized Crime Case

The Hua Sai Police Station uncovered an offshoot of the Hua Sai trafficking case.
68 suspects were issugdst warrants of which 47 were arrested and being under the consideration

“The calculation (which was done in accordance with rel
minimum wage reimbursement
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of the Human Trafficking Case Division of the Criminal Court since July 2016. 32 out of 47
defendants were indicted and scheduled fort testimonies while 15 others were scheduled fo
witness hearing in 2017.

On 29 February 2016, the Civil Court ordered the forfeiture of assets of over 83
million THB (2.4 million USD) to the state. M
are still under the consideration of the Ciwiirt which scheduled to announce in 2017.

1 Padang Besar Case

The case has been under the consideration of the Human Trafficking Case Division of
the Criminal Court since 10 October 2015. Progress are as follows:

o 30 out of 80 Rohingya victims alreadyifted and the 50 others were not
required further hearing;

0 99 out of 401 witnesses already appeared in court for testimonies and there is no
further hearing for the others;

o0 103 defendants were already scheduled to testify in the Court between 16
Decenber 2016 and June 2017.

Case 6 TIP cases in Indonesian Islands

9 During 2014 and 2015, the AHuman Trafficking Division, the Royal Thai Police
uncovered and investigaiEi TIP cases originated on Benjina and Ambon island$he police
filed case® the prosecutor with recommendation to indict 18 cases and not to indict 1 case.

1 From the total of 19 casd#ise prosecutor indicted 17 casesnd decidedot to indict 1
casewhile 1 case is still under considerafibe. court convicted 3 casesvhile5 cases are still
being processed. There are 3 cases acquitted by the Court of First Instance. They are, however,
pending process of an appeal against such verdict. Since 2015, the court ordered 35 arrest warrants
which led to the arrest of 11 out of 4eoélers.

1 Furthermore, th®SI uncovered and investigated another 4 casesiginated on fishing
boats in Ambon islands, one of which refers to the Silver Sea case. The DSI has accused 20 suspects
and the court sentenced for 12 years of imprisonmentageheof Silver Sea ship while the other
cases are being on trigdtor further details please see Section 2.7)

1 Since late 2014,917 fishermen were able to return from islands (Tual, Ambon,
Pontianak) in Indonesia to Thailan83 crewsout of the numbewere identifies agictims and
wereprotectedandtreated according to the AntTIP Act 2008 As of now, there are two groups
of stranded labors on Indonesia islandsth(le who worked in illegal fishing boats and were
arrested by Indonesia authoaityl; (2yhose who wish to remain with their families in Indonesia.
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2.8Prominent cases

Case 1Natari - The Crackdown on Child Sex Trafficking Syndicates (Black Case Number
Kor Mor.67/2559)

1  The success of proactive intelligdadaneasures to crasdwn on child sex trafficking of
the Natari Ring Syndicates in 2016 relied mainly on information gathered by locally operating
NGOs, in close collaboration with Ministry of
Special Task Force and RoyaliThaPol i ceds Ant i Trafficking 1ir
investigation on the Natari Ring, there was a piece of information gathered from a small karaoke bar
in Prachub Kirikhan where a Thai Yai Myanmar minor was exploited fomdérsexual
intercouse at Natari Massage parlor in Bangkok. With this piece of information, the investigative
team then began to hunt for a 0Big Fisho in
intelligencéed law enforcement measures and a covert operation wesl @among DOPA
Special Task Force, the police and NGO.

T On 7 June 2016, undercover agents and informers conducted a surveillance and sting
operation followed by a thorough search of Natari Massage parlor. Five suspects including a
manager and four employaese arrested and all of 121 females, both Thais afithaisnwere
rescued for victim identification screening. As a result, nine Myanmars, aged under 18, were taken to
the shelter for victim protection; twelve {fidvais with no official documents weent to the
hospital for age examination, six of whom were found under 18 years of age and subsequently were
taken under protection to the same shelter.

1 The MultiDisciplinary Team (MDT and interpreters participated in the victim
identification processh@&se fifteen underage females were presumed as potential victim of child
sexual exploitation. Out of 83 Abhai females, 21 persons were found carrying passports with
work permits, 40 persons carried passport without work permits, and 22 persons oéficed n
documents. There were also 23 Thai adult females who confessed of solicitation for prostitution.

1 Based on the result of victim identification above, the police interrogators have sufficient
evidence to press trafficking in persons chargest diyairsispects. Further investigation found
financial transaction that were connected to another massage parlor, Aliana, owned by the same
syndicates, and 5 more suspects and 3 companies. During police interrogation, 98 witnesses were
requested for predii testimony in the court, including 15-fibai victims aged under 18, and 83
nonThai witnesses aged over 18.

1 This case has been tried under the new criminal procedure where the court already
completed pretrial testimonies for 4 out of 15 underagesvasta2 out of 83 adult witnesses, for
the remaining victims and witnesses, the court ruled unnecessary to testify.

1 In addition to the prosecution of the trafficking case, AMLO involvement at the early stage
of the police investigation and interrogatamledtdc he t emporary seizure of
including two large massage parlors and other propeamimsjtiag to 724,000,000 THB
(20,680,000 USD)The prosecutor filed a petition to the Civil Court for the forfeiture of these
assets and the casmains in process without delay.

1  According to the progress of the case thus far, there is no doubt that the criminal justice
system as a whole vigorously responds to Roya
human trafficking by increasing tst of punishment in excess of the benefit of crime.
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Case 2The Big Boss Ring Case the Crackdown on Child Sex Trafficking Syndicate

1 Proactive intelligendéed response, as successfully conducted by the Provincial Police
Region 5 Task Force in 2015tackle 44 connected cases of child prostitution in Chiang Mai
province, has been thoroughly employed in the Big Boss Ring case in 2016.

9 The success behind Region 506s this year o0}
- Centered Approach investigatand the employment of victim assistance coordinators recently
trained by the Federal Bureau of InvestigéBispecialists in February 2016

T The previous arrest of 0So Nice Karaokeo
and 16 yearsold,al | OEscort Girl 6 partners, mard&ed t hi
agency integrated investigation efforts. During initial victim protection program, the investigation
team, based upon trust from their role as victim assistance coottinataeceived useful
information leading to further investigation on seven related karaoke bars owned and run by the
Big Boss Ring in Chiang Mai.

f On 19 May 2016, covert operation by the R
local NGO was inittad to investigate Rose Club Karaoke where four minors being exploited for
prostitution have been rescued under witness
covert operation, subsequent evidence including phone usage links have beesndodiratgzied
to identify suspects and their activities involved in running the solicitation for prostitution.
Trafficking in persons charges have been filed against various suspects and arrest warrants were
issued in relation to the Big Boss Karaokehmneg months later.

1 The search of all involved karaoke bars was conducted simultaneously and six suspects
with arrest warrants were apprehended on 12 September 2016. Initially, Big Boss has managed to
escape during the operation but fortunately finarasiagbttion and cash flows in bank accounts of
Big Boss and his manager have been thoroughly examined-MpnégtiLaundering Office
(AMLO) officials during the police investigation on the case.

1  After the Police interrogators submitted their recommenslatiqurosecute these cases
and the public prosecutors then forwarded their decision to indict all offenders to the count for
trials, Big Boss rendered himself to the police on 15 December 2016.

1 Financial transactions as well as assets relatezl BigtBoss syndicateshave been
examined and analyzed by AMLO officials Heungd as connected tathe commission afex
trafficking and money laundering offensesThere are 9 lists assetscomposed of cars and
other properties estimatedafbut 12 million THB (350 thousands USD) being seizeby the
Transaction Committeeds orders.

Case 3 The Ton Nam Karaoke Case- Speedy Criminal Justice process in Combating
Trafficking in Persons

T Criminal Justice response to thethkaryal Th

trafficking policy including the Supreme Court
trial and sentencing process can be seen in the Ton Nam Karaoke Case.
1T Based on an NGO i nformant ds repor-t t o

Adminstration Special Task force that Laotian minors have been allegedly exploited for the
solicitation of prostitution in a Karaoke shop in Nakorn Phanom province, an investigation was
planned for a covert sting operation. The target was at Ton Num Karaékdanch 2016.

1 The Operation was successfully conducted and eight Laotians were rescued and identified
as victims of trafficking. Following victim identification interviews, these eight Laotian minors were
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forced to work in the melon garden 50 kilometses/ drom the shop during daytime and were
exploited to solicit prostitution in Ton Nam Karaoke at night time. Among them, two victims are as
young as 14 and 15 years old. They were actually forced to work all day for labor and for sex, having
only less thafour hours a day for rest time.

1 One suspect was arrested during the operation and, upon the completion of police
investigation and interrogation, two more suspects including one Thai, and one Laotian were already
issued arrest warrants by the court. it days long of police interrogation to gather evidence,
police interrogators submitted the case with recommendation to prosecute all suspects to the public
prosecutor on 8 June 2016. The case prosecutor completed his consideration, making the decision
prosecute the accused and forwarded the case to the court on 17 June 2016.

1  The court managed to indict the defendant in an efficient manner under the newly effective
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Criminal Procedure Act of 2@ithin 74 days on 1 Septaber 2016,
the judge found the defendant guilty of consecutive trafficking crinsestemted the defendant
to 42 years and 4 months in prison and 244,500 THB,985.7 USDYine. The punishment was
reduced in half due t ocodrttpeceelimgsendant 6s conf ess

Case 4The Phuket Operation-Transnational Labor Trafficking in the fishing Sector

1  The success in fighting against transnational human trafficking relies maidlysapon
cooperation among neighboring countries.The trust as developdietweenThailand and
Myanmar antrhuman trafficking counterparts together with information sharing that led to the
successfully planned Phuket Operation deserve our attention.

1  During ThailaneMyanmar bilateral meeting in Pu Gam, Myanmar on Jari2&g302%,
Myanmar Police Force delegates requested Royal Thai Police delegates to rescue four Myanmar
workers reportedly forced to work on a fishing vessel scheduled to come back to shore in Phuket.
This piece of information promptly forwarded to Anti Traffgkin Persons Divisio(RTPD)
Subdivision 5 in Thailand for further investigation. In cooperation with Phuket Provincial Police,
Immigration Bureau, Marine Police, Royal Thai Navy, the search and rescue operation throughout
Phuket ports began. One Myammorker had managed to escape from a fishing vessel anchoring at
Phuket Port was found, reporting that a group of Myanmar workers were detained in captivity in
town, awaiting help.

1 Following this piece of information, the Police continued to investightdiscovered
another 29 Myanmar workers being locked up from outside in a house in Muang District. One
Myanmar female, Mrs. M., who was guarding in front of the room used to detain workers was
arrested on site.

1 Based on the result of victim identifigatiaterviews, all 30 Myanmar workers were
tentatively screened as potential victims of labor trafficking. Along with the search and rescue
operation and subsequent victim identification
as Royal Thai Podi Attaché at Rangoon have been in close collaboration throughout activities.

1  Further investigation and interrogation can lead to the identification of twelve suspects
including brokers, transporters involved in this labor trafficking ring. Two suspecéirerady
arrested and other ten suspects were issued arrest warrants.

1  Within less than three months, the ATPD police interrogators and public prosecutors who
investigated the case have completed gathering all relevant evidence and forwarded their
recomnendation to prosecute these syndicates for labor trafficking and related charges. Until 14 April
2016, the Attorney General rendered his older to prosecute all suspects in the newly established
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Human Trafficking Case Division of the Criminal Court in B&andglowever, one of the accused
was believed to have been murdered inlRgagdProvince.

1 Subsequentlywo defendantsof Myanmar citizenship had been indicted and, with their
confession to the trafficking charges, weressmthnced to six years of imprenment. Because
of their confession, the judge reduced their prison term by half to three years. Under the newly
enacted Human Trafficking Criminal Procedure Act of 2016 that came into effect on 25 May 2016,
this case has been tried in an efficient mamokethe court could finalize the conviction within six
months.

Case 5 The Pattani CaseTransnational Labor Trafficking in the Fishery Sector:

1  Prior to the investigation in July 2016, a Myanmar worker received a call from his son who
has been deceived dodced to work in a fishing vessel in Pattani, seeking help and rescue from
Myanmar Embassyds officials stationed in Bangl
investigators in cooperation with Pattani Provincial Police together with MyabonaAttaché
began a search and rescue operation in Pattani Port.

1 On 10 July 2016, a fishing vessel named Chock Sarawut 17 was discovered at Thanomsak
fishing pier, Muang District, Pattani Province with 30 Myanmar fishermen on board. Following victim
identification interviews, out of 30 workers 14 potential victims of trafficking were screened out for
protection in the nearest shelter. Accordingly, 4 suspects were arrested for further interrogation and
16 Myanmar workers were inquired as witnesses.

1 The irvestigation and interrogation by the police further revealed that 6 victims were
deceived from Myanmar for a job in Ratchaburi and smuggled into Thailand but ended up being
transported to Pattani. Other 8 victims were deceived by offering a job in [Rattageng
transported to Pattani as well.

1 Brokers got paid 25,000 Baht for each Myanmar worker in return. As one Myanmar victim
refused to work on this fishing vessel, he was asked to pay back 25,000 Baht for debt. These 14
victims were detained on boawhi escape.

1 On 15 July 2016, the police investigators arrested one more suspect, leading to the issuing
of 4 more arrest warrants by the court. Two more suspects were arrested on 20 July 2016. During the
police interrogation, all 14 victims appeared incoliet for pretrial testimonies. Two public
prosecutors were assigned to join the interrogation since 23 August 2016. The jphuispoliter
interrogation team completed the case and forwarded it to the Attorney General on 9 September
2016.

1  The case as filed to indict all defendantsto the court in Pattani on 30 September 2016,
and the court proceedings continue in process.

Case 6 The Fang Operation d From Internet Crime Against Children to Trafficking in
Persons

1  The first online child pornographgse in Thailand was unique in nature. It provided a
valuable lessorto be learned aralstandard operating proceduréo be developed in subsequent
works of TICAC Task Force throughout the previous year.

1 Based upon the NCMEC CyberTipline reports receivedy U.S. Homeland Security
Investigations (HSI) Attaché Bangkok and forwarded to TICAC Task Force, the initial investigation
revealed that child pornographic media have been entered and uploaded to the internet from a site
somewhere in Chiang Mai. By udiggal forensics to analyze these media, TICAC could identify a
suspect who produced and disseminated them online. With cooperation from the private sector, this
suspect was located somewhere in Fang District, Chiang Mai province.
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1  The Fang Operation wpknned and conducted on 6 January 2016 after receiving a search
warrant . I n the suspectds residence, various
analyses, including mobile smart phones, computers, external hard disks, mentasi cainekss f
cameras, to name just a few. Possession of child pornography charges were initially filed against this
suspect, according to Penal Code Section 287/1. The digital forensics reports found more than
500,000 pictures of children aged under détasnined child pornography.

1 A search and rescue operation for victims in nearby remote mountain areas has been in
process, leading to the discovery of seven children agedl gf Myanmar minorities who were
willing to provide useful information in itheictim identification interviews. Furthermore, after
receiving forensics reports that victimsd pi
upl oaded to Yahoodos www. flickr.com website fc¢
police nterrogators then decided to press more charges against the suspect, including Section 287/2
of Penal Code and Section 14 (4)(5) of the Cyber Crime Act. Thus, this case was extended to impose
trafficking charges for sex exploitation in the form of theuptiod and distribution of child
pornography.

1 This case was processed through the criminal justice system in a timely manner. On 22
March 2016, the Chiang Mai police completed the interrogation with recommendation to prosecute
the suspect and on 31 Magd1i6, the public prosecutor forwarded the case for the indictment in

the district court. Within less than six monthslo8eptember 2016, in compliance with the

President of the Supreme Courtds speedop tri al
that the defendant was found guilty of trafficking in persons and other related crimes by
imposing 8 years in prison and 160,000 THB fine Due to the defendant &

prior criminal records, the sentence was reduced. in half

1 However, oril8 October 2016, the cagesecutorsubmitted theequest to the Appeal
Court Region %or reconsideration gdrison term. At present, the case remains in the process of
the Appeal Court.

2.9 Cooperation and Partnership to Enhance Effectiveness of Law
Enforcement

2.9.1 The Department of AntHuman Trafficking, Office of the Attorney Generalhas
partnered with the U.S. Bureau of International Narcotics and Law EnfordBingrar(d the
Australia Asia Program to Combat Trafficking in PergdkBT(P). Throughout the year. The
INL and the AAPTIP provided funding on a number of programs, focusing on legal interpretation,
strategic planning, investigation techniques and skills, data collection, and cooperation with
neighboring countries for the pragecs to deal with human trafficking issues more effectively.

2.9.2 The AntiHuman Trafficking Center, Department of Special Investigationheld

regular joint meeting with law enforcement agendie®gfMyanmar andMalaysiato exchange
intelligencenformation, data, and knowledge regarding human trafficking cases across borders. As
a concrete resuld, Myanmar offenders on a fishing boat in Ranong Province were arrested and
charged with human trafficking offense and 20 Myanmar victims were resctiedirog boat in
Prachuabkirikhan Province while offenders were charged with human trafficking offence. The DSI
is conducting further fatibding investigation on a case which a Cambodian national was deceived
to work on a Thai fishing boat which opedlan the Indonesia waters. FurthermdusRegional
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meetings on wdepth investigations at sseaong the coastal countries of Southeast Aswgere
held with the aim to indict syndicates behind human trafficking. The DSI worked closely with the
law enforcment agencies Bfahrain to crackdown a sex trafficking ring in Bahrain.

2.9.3 The Royal Thai Police and the AAPTIP ctnosted regular joint meetings on
transnational human trafficking in which delegates NMtgammar, Cambodia, Malaysia and
Indonesia partigpated between 2015 and 2016. As a result, a suspect of Padang Besar case and Pol.
Col. Supat Laohawatana were arrested in Myanmar. The Royal Thai Police also collaborate closely
with the Homeland Security Investigation and the Federal Bureau of liorestigatelligence
sharing through the Thailand Internet Crime Against Children Task THGRE ), One of the
achievements developed as a result of a close cooperation between TICAC and HSI is the
crackdown of the Sumalee trafficking ring in Minnes@@ilth On the international front, TICAC
received widespread recognition among international law enforcement communities and global civil
society as Thailandod6s initiative against <chil
operations of ICAC individuate best practices in the field of proactive measures against child
sexual abuse on the Internet. Betweeh8 August 2016, O6TI CAC's seni
FBI 6s representatives in BangkoknaweyTEAG:nvi t ed
Thailand's Robust Response to a Transnational Criminal Threat" at the 28\nnual Crimes
Against Children Conference in Dallas, Texas, the Unite Statdsurthermore, th€hildr e n 6 s
Advocacy Centerdiave been set uip Chiang Mai provine andPattayacity, and another center
will soon be set up PPhuket province. The Federal Bureau of Investigation helps provide technical
support and promotes a victime nt er e d approach in the <cente
trafficking.

2.9.4 The Human Trafficking Case Division, the Criminal Courthas partnered with the
AAPTIP to conduct handsn training workshops for judges in the central, northern, northeastern, and
southern region of Thailand to inform them of the issues related to the conduet@mmthiioin of
human trafficking laws, particularly the héwvman Trafficking Criminal Procedure Acf. The
workshops were held from Juh&lovember 2016 in Bangkok, Chiang Rai, Nakhon Ratchasima, and
Krabi Provinces, where a number of provincial couddacated.

5 The Human Trafficking Criminal Procedure Act, which become effective on 25 May 2Gités stawdral key
procedural processes for trafficking cases and mandating more stringent consideration of bail for trafficking offenders
to decrease their ability to flee.
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(3) Protection

To protect victims of trafficking, Thailand continues to implement a humarbaggds
approach which focuses on riscrimination, confidentiality, best interest of the child, gender
sensitivity, and being victoantered. Td overall efforts have enhanced protection and assistance
for victims, including through legal remedies, promoting best practices, increased accountability in
providing protection through societide partnerships, and expanding employment opportunities.
Employment opportunities available both inside and outside the shelters have empowered victims as
well as provided prospects for victims to be equipped with the skills to earn a stable income once
they are repatriated baokheir respective communities.

Neverthel ess, it should be highlighted tha
providing empl oyment opportunities for victinr
own willingness to choose to work. In shtivg heart of protection grvices is aimed at
ensuring that victims are not vulnerable to being r&afficked and also providing them with
a new beginningd one in which they are able to choose thar maths.

In 2016,115.8 million THB (3.31 million USD)was allocated to relevaamgencies in
protecting victims. The key protection initiatives in 2016 included the provision of more
employment opportunities for victims inside and outside the shelters, the adoption of the Cabinet
Resolution on 13 December 2016 permitting migrantkmadf victims and witnesses to stay in
Thailand for up to 2 years, the drafting of the Guideline to Enhance Efficiency of Human
Trafficking Victim Identification, and the es
in Chonburi Province (Payta).

Diagram 18: Key Protection Initiatives in 2016
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9 Increased role of CSOs/NGOs in  f Hotlines and other support channels
providing protection o
Key Initiatives
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3.1 Providing Assistance to Victims of Trafficking
3.1.1 Victims identified through the Victim identification process

The year 2016 savit@.0%ercentdecreasan number of trafficking victims (824 victims),
ascomparedto9®2r af fi cking victims in 2015 as a dire
efforts to combat human trafficking. Out of &2 trafficking victims identified in 2016411
were male victimshile 413 were female. These were 333 Thais, 238 Myanmar, 58 Laotians, 52
Cambodians, 127 Vietnamese, 4 Filipinos, 1 Sri Lankan and 1 Uzbekistani. The nationality of the
remaining 10 remained unknown. Out of the 824 victims, 561 victims chose tothe under
protectian of the MSDHS in its shelters.

Diagram 19: Total number of trafficking victims identified through the victim identification
process in 2016

. ™ m-™
Totalin 2016 :824peoplemm

*2015 = 982 people
Cambodian52 1%) Peop

ai333 @ 2016 411male

@ 2015 451 male
Other, 16

Uzhekistani 1
i - 2016 413 female
Sri Lankan 1 2015 531 female
No Nationality 10

Laotian 58 Myanmar,238

61t should be highlighted that the number of Rohingya trafficking victims haseatesignificantly from 2015, which
is illustrated through the decrease in number of trafficking victims in 2016.



73

TABLE 14: Number of Trafficking Victims identified through the Victim Identification
Process (2012016) (by gender and nationality)

Gender Nationality
g S | g g = S |18 {% > §% TOTAL
Male| Female| = | §|8 |€ |8 |2 |& |8 |§ |2 |E ¢
= >\ 5 % ° | 2 |= |8 S | £ <
= o |5 g (o |5 |® |2z
2015| 451 531 360| 409| 87 | 9 1 27 | - 89 - 982
2016 411 413 333|238| 58 | 52 | 127| 4 - 1 1 - 10 824

3.1.2 Victimsassistedin the MSDHS shelters
During Januarpecemler 2016, a total &61 trafficking victims were assisted by MSDHS

comprising of 290 male victims and 271 female victims. These consist of 207 Thais, 175 Myanmar,
55 Laotians, 24 Cambodians, 9 Rohingyas, 86 Vietnamese, 4 Filipinos, and 1 Sri Lyadan. This
90 more victims chose to receive protection under the MSDHS compared to 2015 where 471

victims werdiving in the MSDHS shelters.

Diagram 20: Number of victims assisted in the MSDH
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3.2 Improved empbyment and earning opportunities for victims

3.2.1 Employment opportunities both inside and outside the shelters

Throughout the year 2016, various agencies strengthened coordination among themselves
and with the private sector to find additional eynpémt opportunities for victims of trafficking
outside the shelters. Facilitation was also provided for job placement orearoamge
opportunities inside the shelters. The Department of Employment (DOE) has continued to
implement its policy in findingnployment opportunities both inside and outside the MSDHS
shelters to victims of trafficking within 15 days.

In 2015, only 47 out of 471 victims of trafficking were provided employment
opportunities representing only 9.98percent of all victims. In comparnson, in 2016
employment opportunities was provided for 196 out of 561 victims of trafficking both inside
and outside the shelters, representing 34.@&rcent of all victims. This illustrates a 350.1
percentincrease of number of victims of trafficking wdking inside and outside the shelters.

It should be highlighted that in 2015 there were no victims working inside the shelters. The increase
in number of employment opportunities both inside and outside the shelters this year emphasizes
higherquality andféectiveness of protection services provided by the MSDHS. By providing more
employment opportunities, professional growth, and financial stability, victims of trafficking could
gain their confidence back. This first stepping stone to sustained remteggaissisted victims to

change the way they see themselves in the world, as valuable citizens and not victims, through the
means of independent living.

Among the 196 employed victims of trafficking in 2016, 139 were able to find jobs outside
the sheltes and 57 were able to have incear@ing opportunities within the shelt€n the other
hand, the number of unemployed victims has decreased from 424 to 365 victims in 2016
representing a 13@rcentecreasd.he employment opportunities have provaleis for victims
of trafficking to not only earn an income during their stay inside the shelters, but more importantly,
to avoid revictimization once repatriated or resettled in a third country.

For further details on those not yet to employed aachpioyed victims please refer to
Section 3.2.4
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Diagram 23 Overview of Employed Victims
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Diagram 24 Number of Trafficking Victims working both inside and outside the shelters
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3.2.2 Employment outside the shelters
As of December 2016, there w&B9 victims who workedoutside the
sheltersincluding 102 inanstruction and electrical wiring, 36 in agriculture U
a' animal farming, and 1 as an employee in a coffeFshaecurity ")
measures, a contract was signedbetween the
Y

Construction & MSDHS and
electrical wiring  transportation ffim the shelters to the work
site. Those employe outside the shelters receive a minimum wage

of 300 THB (8.57 USD) per day. Fatoffee Shopyictims working outside the shelters, the
MSDHS coordinates with the MOL as the agency responsible for finding crediblecgnictapp

jobs for victims. Once the MOI has granted temporary status to victims, the MSDHS will cooperate
with the MOL to find a job as well as issue a working permit for the victim.

Agricultural &
employers to arrangeanimal farming

3.2.3 Employment inside the shelters
For incomeesarningopportunities within the shelters in 2016, there were a tdd&l of
victims who worked as handicraft makers, beauticians, food vendors, Thai
‘ *0* traditional masseurs, skilled artisans as well as sewing clothes. For
*  handicraft products, the MSDHS has incredstdbution channels by
Handicraft  collaborating with the private sector, Central Group, to seII products

Beautician Maker made by victims at Central World shopplq .
compl ex under t he e entit|

Weaving by MSDHSO6, which wi
On-going cooperation with the US Embassy arndtamational School in
Surat Thani Province sell products made by victims at various events

U_IJ'I]] I n

%endor traditional

masseur
al so been <cruci al i n increasing t
o| Artisan and income. There is no minimum wage for mgtivho are handicraft
Sewing Clothes makers since it is dependent upon the amount sold at various events.

As for the allocation of profit, P@rcentgoes to the victims while the
other 30percentof the profit goes to the mentors and supporting resources. The MSDHS also
assists in managing the spending of all victims.

7The minimum wage in Cambodia is equivalent to 75 THB (2.14 USD), in Laos 80 THB (2.29 id3D)aamr
110 THB (3.14 USD).
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IMAGE 1: Products made by trafficking victims
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3.2.4 Not yet to be Employed and Unemployed victims

The number of victims not yet to be employed and unemployed victims decreased from 424
to 365 victims representing a 18e8centdecreaseMost are unemployed because they are
under the age of 15, in school, are still in recovery perfpdnd in the process of repatriation.
Vocational training courses are provided for all unemployed victims in fields such as construction

and electcal wiring, child development, agriculture, Thai kickboxing, Thai traditional massage,

beaut i
and skills.
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Table 15 Number of not yet to be employed and unemployed victims and their rationale

(20152016)
2015 2016
Rationale
(471 victims) (561 victims)
1. Number of employed victims 47 196
(9.98%) (34.94%)
1.1.Number of employed victims outside the shelters 47 139
1.2. Number of employed victims i 57
inside the shelters
2. Number of unemployed victims 424 365
(90.02%) (65.06%)
2.1.Children under 15 years of age 71 47
2.2.Do not wish to go outside the shelters 90 -
2.3.Disabled/Health problem 11 2

8 Recoveryperiod is designed to assist victims to transition into the MSDHS shelters as well as prepare victims to work

if they choose to do so. This process takes are2imaichths depending on the readiness of victims. During this period

the MSDHS coordinates sty with the MOL in finding the most suitable job for victims.

an
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2.4.Have been repatriate®In process for repatriation 108 28
2.5.Communication problem 84 4

2.6.Still in recovery period 60 90
2.7.Receiving education - 91
2.8.Receiving vocational training - 103

Table 16 Activities and Vocational Training provided for 365 not yet to bemployed and
unemployed victims

Activities/Vocational trainings Number of victims
Handicraft Makers (Sewing clothes) 166
Skilled Artisan (Agriculture, Thai kickboxing, Thai traditional 112
masseurs, Beauticians, food vendors)
Construction and Electrical wiring 28
Child development 57
Other (pregnancy/mental health) 2

3.2.5 Extending duration of stay for victims and witnesses

The Cabinet extended the duration of &iayictims and witnesses of trafficking twice in
the year 2016. Initially, victims and witnesses would be promptly repatriated after their cases
reached verdicts. In 2011, they were granted permission to stay and work in Thailand for 6 months.
This wa extended to one year after their cases have ended by the Cabinet approval on 15 March
2016. However, after a careful consideration and as part of our overall efforts to provide these
victims and witnesses a new beginning in their lives, the Cabimkcitied, ori3 December
2016, to further extend the duration of stay for migrants who are victims and witnesses for
TIP cases from 1 year to 2 years

Thi s extensi on al so exemplifies t he gove
voluntarily assist ithe investigation and prosecution of trafficking cases, which not only grants
residency status, but also legal employmenttstatiegims and witnesses. More importantly, this
Cabinet Resolution also expanded the scope of work of victims and wiynessegting them to
work in all sectof§ depending on the need of employers, as compared to the 2013 Prime Minister
Office Announcement which only limits victims and withesses to work in labor intensive sector and
domestic household work. Furthermors@a b i net Resolution also enl
witnessesd as well as their childrends acces
migrant workers.

In terms of the procedure to implement the Cabinet Resolution, once the witness
examination has couoded, the MOI shall grant legal documents within the 2 years extended
timeframe and the MOL will automatically grant legal documents to work in Thailand.

To date 335 victims and witnesses involved in TIP cases have exercised the rights
accordance witthe Cabinet Resolution, which was approved on 15 March 2016. The MOI is
currently submitting the Ministryds Announcen
Cabinet Resolution approved on 13 December 2016. It is expected that new extdrestoiiywill
implemengd beginning of February 2017.

9 Trafficking victims are only repatriated once witness examination has concluded.
10The Cabinet Resolution uplifts the status of victims and witnesses equivalent to those of migrant labors.
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3.3 Improved comprehensive specialized support for victims

The MSDHS continues to provide safety and security, accommodation, food, clothing,
vocational training, education (i.e. language lessons antecdesgons), psychological assistance,
legal aid, medical carand recreational activities in its shelters. A total of 24 social case workers, 10
psychologists, 31 social development workers, 92 caretakers/vocational trainers, dAtldvaurses
been asigned in the MSDHS shelters to provide assistance to all m@®i$, the government
strengthened the availability of comprehensive protective services and welfare for victims of
trafficking including:

Diagram 25 Overview of Improved Welfare andReintegration Assistance

Aﬂl' Improved Welfare and Reintegration ASS|stance ° Social Development
Empowerment Activities i

.o Activities catered to .!

individual victim

‘ 31 Workers
(]
'l_:l-l-a C Aim to empower victims and

reant e gaintust Caretaker
C WLYRAQARdZ ¢ G% 92 vocational
Recreational Activities Trainers
@ ¢ Recr.eational activities Improved Welfare and Life Skill
provided:
e A Sports competiton G More extensive life skill
@ A Games program 6 Nurses
e A Soccer i C Activities both inside and
A Yoga outside shelters, in
A Weight Training collaboration with private
C Relieve pressure, empower Se_zctor and I0s . TN 10
victims, and learn howto ¢ Aimto empower and equip (% ) _
trust people again victims with knowledge N Psychologist

11 Health checkips are conducted by doctors on a weekly basis.
12There are no doctors that reside inside the sheltersiosdg who provide 2¥urs medical service. In case of
emergency, victims will be sent to the nearest hospital
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Legal Aid
C Legal Aid is provided throughouhe
entire judicial process
- | = ) ) e
C Assignment of lawyers and social Workergo‘{e are™
LEGAL AID for cases involvingnterviewing of C,\“\

children

Cooperation with 10s / NGOs in the MSDHS shelter
C

C Continued cooperation
with Save the Children to
RS@St 2L W/ KA
t NPGSOGA2Y
line with UNCRC

Mock up courtroom established for victims to familiarize with
court norms, proceduresad expectatiors

In 2016,61 NGOs registered with the Government to continue to fight againsintan trafficking

Health Programgz2 Education Legal Issues
A 1OM @' A Save the A Social Responsibility Law Office
Children (SR Law)
Learning Skills A 1OM Hﬂﬂ A Human Rights and Development
A FOCUS A Hope Foundation (HRDF)
A Alliance Anti Trafic (AAT) Resettlement & RepatriationA Save the Children Q}
PN A UNHCR
ﬁ A Resettlement Support Center (RSC
A IOM
A Stella Maris

3.3.1 Improved Welfare and Reintegration Assistance

3.3.1.1 Empowerment Activities

it Q)

S
N

IMAGE 2: Empowerment activities, which are
carefully crafted for each victint he MSDHS
shelter in Nakhon RatchasirRaovince(Baan
Nari Sawat)

Noting that each victim has his/her own
particular needs and pace in the rehabifitatio
processan Ol ndi vi dual
crafted upon the arrival of each victim and
a Case Manager is assigned for each
victim. The individual recovery plan contains a
set of activities, which aims to empower
victims and also to gain trust from victims
through listening, showing acceptance and
empathy, and communication skills.

This recovery plan is unique in that not only is
it designed specifically for each victim but it
also aims to treat victims both in the short
term and long term. In the shoetrrm, social

workers and psychologist in the MSDHS
shel ters formul at e t he
Pl ané t o assist victi

m

RecovVve

(
S
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livelihoods back. Once victims are able to repatriate back to their respective communities, social
workers from Thailandsa we | | as the victimds case manager
the origin country, such as Myanmar, to design the most suitable recovery plan-t&tms long
recovery plan is designed to provide continued assistance to victims oncerrthegmetioy

assisting in the reintegration process as well as assist victims to become dependent on their own and
protect them from being-kectimized.

3.3.1.2 Recreational Activities

Some examples of recreational activities provided in the sheltets Bports
competition, games, soccer, yoga, field trips, and weight training. These recreational activities are
designed to heal victims by relieving pressure and taking their mind away from the judicial process.
Team sports and sports competition etigiges that aim to help victims feel empowered, as well as
learn how to trust people again through teamwork and sportsmanship. Similarly, field trips foster the
reintegration process while also providing a chance for victims to explore life owgisaltetbe
For child victims, these recreational activities provide an opportunity to enjoy a sense of childhood
again.

IMAGE 5: Yoga lessons IMAGE 6: Promoting Sports

3.3.1.3 Improved Welfare and Life Skills

This year, the MSDHS has made robust efforts in incretsimgpatriation,
resettlement, and reintegration assistance by providing more extensive rehabilitation and life skill
programs to victims. In collaboration with both private sectors and international organizations many
activities were carried out bothdnesi and outsi de the shelters to
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and mental health, as well as social and life skills to reintegrate them back into their respective or
new communities. The objectives of these activities are to empower and equip Victims wit
knowledge so that they will be able to prevent violation of their rights and to strengthen their sense
of human dignity and human worth for which they have been deprived of.

IMAGE 7: An example of life skill activity that]
took place oside the shelter was planting
mangroves

3.3.2 Legal aid

Legal aid is provided for each victim afficking throughout the entire judicial process, as
well as the assignment of lawyers and social workers in cases involving the interviewing of children.
In the Ranong and Songkhla Welfare Protection of Victims Trafficking Center, the mock up
courtroom renains crucial for both adult and child victims to familiarize themselves with court
norms, procedures, and expectations. Feedback of the victim/witness support program suggests that
victims feel less anxious with court norms, procedures, and expeataitbnsave made the trial
more efficient. Furthermore, pminess examination is conducted for every case to decrease the
time victims will have to stay in Thailand as well as to prevent victims from being lured to change
their testimony. A video confecensystem has been implemented inside the MSDHS shelters to
conduct witness examination for child trafficking victims.

IMAGE 8&9: Social worker inside the Baan Ranong shelters teaches male victims of traffickin
court norms, procedures, and expectations
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3.3.3 Cooperation with International Organizations (10s)/ NorrGovernmental
Organizations (NGOSs) in the MSDHS shelters

In 2016, a total of 61 NGOs registered with the Government to work in several areas which
helped contribute to the fight against human trafficking. In terms of legal assistance and assistance
related to prosecution, NGOs such as Social Responsibility Lesv (SRi Law), and Human
Rights and Development Foundation (HRDF) have provided support. Furthermore, continued
cooperation with Save the Children to develop
the United Nations Convention on the Right$hefChild have helped prepare child witnesses for
trial. In addition, Alliance Anti Trafic (AAT) have assisted victims in the judicial process both in
Thailand and in origin countries such as Laos and Myanmar by providing individual counseling
session whiclhave made victims become more involved in the overall judicial process. Other
organizations, such as the IOM, helped to conduct health programs such as health checkup,
vaccination,-xays, including through regular visits to shelters.

The UNHCR, Rese#tinent Support Center (RSC), IOM and Stella Maris have assisted in
resettlement and repatriation.

In the field of education, Save the Children, IOM, and HOPE have continued to help
provide teachers for foreign trafficking victims, computer lessonsass Wil lessons to prepare
victims to work outside the shelters.

FOCUS and AAT have provided activities that foster learning skills.

IMAGE 10: UNHCR staff teaches English IMAGE 11 I10M staff teaches math
lessons to child victims lessons to trafficking victims at the MSD
shelter in in Ranong Province

3.3.4 Possibility of NonGovernmental Organizations (NGOs) establishing its own
shelter b assist wtims of trafficking

Under Section 33 of the Adtuman Trafficking Act (B.E. 2551) NGOs that have
registered with the government are able to provide shelter for trafficking victims. Apéi&ed
shelter must be in accordance with the SOP to be detérby the MSDHS. At present, the
MSDHS is drafting the said SOP and this draft will be finalized in 2017. NGOs are kept fully
informed through the regular meetings that the MSDHS, MOL and RTP take turn to host.
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3.4 Victim Identification System

3.41 Consistency and increased effectiveness of the victim identification system

Since the formal adoption of the revised-usegrdly preliminary victim interview form by
the Human Trafficking Prevention and Suppression Committee chaired by Deputyristare Mi
General Prawit Wongsuwam 5 January 2016, all reley@ncies have since consistently used the
same form in the victim identification process. During JaDeegynber 2016, all agencies,
including the Multlisciplinary teams (MDTSs), labor ir$¢pes, and frontline officers used the
form, resulting in the identification8#4victims of trafficking in 2016. TBeage usesfriendly
template now provides a clearer definition of human trafficking, guideline questions for
interviewing victims, and information on relevant antthuman trafficking laws. This has not
only made the victim identification process more efficient and effective, but has also increased
of ficialsd® understanding of the oveéadafficials def i n
to identify victims more accurately and to provide victims with the most appropriate protection.

Additionally, the work of the MDTs comprising of officials from relevant agencies continues
to play a crucial role in the effectiveness of ttienvidentification system. Since all cases vary
depending on the type of exploitation it is essential to have officials who have different expertise as
well as different legal authority on the MDTs. Nonetheless, the success and consistency lies with the
fact that authorities operating in the MDT must be equipped with extensive knowledge and
understanding of the Artiuman Trafficking Act (B.E. 2551) as well as knowledge of their own
responsibility and other of f law. iTlelefors, throwglsoptonsi b
the year 2016, t@overnment placed particular emphasis on developing new interagency
guideline as well as training courses for MDTs in order for the victim identification system
to become much more consistent and effective
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Diagram 26: Victim Identification Process
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3.4.2 Collaboration with Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and NeBovernmental
Organizations (NGOSs) in the victim identification process

Thailand worked much hardar the year 2016 to partner with more CSOs in the victim
identification process and has continued to encourage CSOs to take part in the process
NGOs, such as the Labour Rights Promotion Network (LPN) Foundation, World Vision
Foundatn, Diocesan Social Action Centre (DISAC), Raks Thai Foundation, and New Life Center
Foundation as well as international organizations such as the IOM, have contributed by supporting
its oncall interpreters during the victim identification process impesvor remote areas where
there is a Il ack of qualified interpreters. i
experience and are familiar with the area and situation on ground consistently contributed in
expediting the victim identificatioropess.

In addition, the working method to combat human trafficking was improved upon. In 2016,
five 0 Open Heart to Combat Trafficking in Pers
international organizations and NGOs. The meetings (which the MSDH&©W &I OP would
take turn to host) provided a good opportunity for stakeholders to share experiences and exchange
views on the victim identification process, in particiigoiog challenges. Moreover stakeholders
were able to collectively propose appemdo increase cooperation in providing protection to
victims including vulnerable groups.

As a result of these meetings, the MSDHS, in collaboration with thecRV&hed
a workshop that led to the drafting of the Guideline to Enhare Efficiency of Human
Trafficking Victim Identification , which will be explained further in the section below.

The operheart discussions strengthened collaboration between all agencies and established an
informal communication channel, which has contributed to accelerating the crucial assistance for
victims of trafficking.

3.4.3 Multi-Disciplinary Teams (MDTSs)

In early 2016, the Government began to address important challenges during the victim
identification process, particularly for MDTs. One such challenge is the allocation of appropriate
temporary shelters for victims or witnesses of trafficking while awaiting interviews, as well as for
those whose identification process was inconclitstieuld be highlighted also that this year
the government has removed the policy instructing police officers and MDTSs to identify the
victim within a 24-hour timeframe.

Subsequently, on 16 August 2016, the MSDHS held discussions with related agencies on
temporary shalts for victims and witnesses of trafficking while awaiting interviews and on the
improvement of the victim identification process. This meeting led to a workshop convened by the
MSDHS and the RTP during 31 AugiSeptember 2016 in Sattahip, Chonbuviikre, which
drafted the Guideline to Enhance Efficiency of Human Trafficking Victim Identification. Various
local and national agencies were involved Hufimegy the Guideline, and on 13 September 2016,
NGOs were invited to share their views on thie dra

On 21 December 2016, the Human Trafficking Prevention and Suppression
Committee chaired by Deputy Prime Minister General Prawit Wongsuwan approved and
authorized the said GuidelineConsequently, the Human Trafficking Prevention and Suppression
Commitee issued an order instructing all concerned agencies to implement and utilize the
Guideline.

The Guideline will helfpster a more proactive approach and improve the efficiency of
the victim identification process The Guideline comprises of two sediincluding a Guideline
for the MDTs to conduct interviews during the victim identification process and a Guideline to
improve the efficiency of interviews during the victim identification process.
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The SOP of the Guidelineconsist of 1) Preparation befogoing on the field such as
convening a debrief meeting between relevant agencies 2) Initial screening of victims prior to
interview such as preparing the MDTs and guidelines to intenAetio% to be taken after
interview in particular identifyinghether the interviewee is a victim or not and allocating
appropriate shelter/housing for the interviewee 4) Appoint or assign focal contact point both at the
agency and the provincial level 5) Prepare interpreters and 6) Improve training course.

Additiondly, theMSDHS is responsible for providing appropriatéemporary shelters for

victims and witnesses of trafficking while awaiting interview while the RT# responsible

for providing appropriate housing for those whose identification process was inconcius

For victims and witnesses living in the temporary shelters the MSDHS will provide all necessary
protection assistance equivalent to those already identified as victims whereas the RTP will provide
security protectiomcluding recording all informatiof visitors as well as background checks on

all visitors. For thosehose identification process was inconclusive the RTP will provide assistance
and protection inside andtside the temporary housing.

Diagram 27. Overview of theGuideline to Enhance Hficiency of Human Trafficking Victim
Identification

(— Guideline to Enhance Efficiency of Human Trafficking Victim Identification
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Process
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Actions to be taken after the interview

Protectionand Assistance centers (Antluman Trafficking in Persons Act (B.E. 2551

Trafficked ™, Person with a reasonable grourto .
Vietims Y be a trafficking victim Under section 29
< 3
§[8|Under Section 33 11.¢ A U A 15 years and above
Y ,@, nder 15 years of agt :
MSDHS ’(E O A Shelter foryChiIdren g A Welfare Protection Center_
8 Sheltersk. | M and families A 24-hour temporary protection
> A Not exceeding 7 days
3 Still under to identify 4 Migrants who are witnesses 5 Workersunder the
as a victim but not victims protection of labor laws

i i T Shelter for children and families
Immigration At Immigration Act, B.E. 254 |==

==

: N EnREr 1S vesre of A0
! Under section 54 of ! Under section 54 of @ Y 9

B.E. 2522 = o Thai workersaged 18 years and
_ A /ﬂrﬁx,‘ Witness Protection Program above
Accommodation : - k j Accommodation provided by RI MOL prOVideS jObS
provided by RTP i Z\ Jobs provided by MOL Migrant workersaged 18 and
" above

Migrant workers service center

Guideline to improve efficiency of interews during Victim Identification Process

P Appoint / assign focal point
22n2 (Agency level and Provincia
level) Interpreter

Prepare 7

interpreters Improve training courses

3.5 Improved capacity of Officials

Taking into account the importance of the role of interpreters as well as officials operating in
human trafficking cas, this yeaghe government put much emphasis on improving capacity
of all officials. Capacity building and training courses were conducted, which were aimed to not
only increase the availability of officials but also to increase the overall undesfthndiag
trafficking. These courses havade the victim identification process more effective and in
turn made protection services more comprehensive

3.5.1 Training of interpreters and language coordinators

Interpreters and language coordinatorsragnto play a crucial role in the assistance and
protection of foreign victims by ensuring effective communication between Thai officials and
migrant victims during the entire process. In terms of protebomlSDHS and the MOL are
the two main agencis to provide training courses for interpreters and language
coordinators

3.5.1.1 Training of MSDHS interpreters
The MSDHS, in collaboration with Chulalongkorn University and Save the Children
continued to provide quality training to interpretermtd#\ of 115 qualified interpreters were
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registered in 2016increasing the pool to 254 qualified and registered interpreters, if combined with
interpreters trained in 2015. The interpreter skills comprised of six languages including Myanmar
(106), CambodiaB(), Laos (14), Rohingya (43), Vietham (1), and Bahasa Melayu (10).

In 2016, the MSDHS organizadefresher course with a new curriculum for 63
existing interpreters. The new refresher course focuses on training expert interpreters up to the
level thathey can capably perform during the investigation process and during trial. Furthermore, in
2016 a more systematic examination before and after the training was put in place to identify better
gualified and experienced interpreters.

Diagram 28 Overview of initiatives to improve capacity of officials

Training of interpreters andanguage coordinator
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3.5.1.2 Trainhg of MOL language coordinators

Due to the lack of Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodian interpreters the government
decl ared a Pri me Mment eféeceve B5sNoverhberi 2k mitig allo u n ¢
migrant workers to work as language coordinatots The DLPW is currently in the process of
employing 64 migrant language coordinators who will be assigned to work at the 32 existing Port In
0 Port Out (PIPO)XCenters. In addition, from Janudryebruary 2017 the Department of Labour
Protection and Welfare (DPLW) will organize two training courses for 80 language coordinators to
ensure mutual and adequate wunder st gulatbmsnng o f
order to provide correct information on migrant workers. For further getage refer to Section
4.4.4.

3.5.2 Training of Multi-Disciplinary Teams (MDTSs)

In addition to 300 government officers trained in Blllsgovernment officers asell as
civil society representatives were trained in 2016 to support the MDTBhe eight training
courses focused on building an understanding as well as implementingHin@akntrafficking
laws by utilizing the improved preliminary interview formtraiming course not only helps MDTs
to understand both existing and new laws, but also helps translate these laws into actions which have
made the victim identification process more efficient and effective. Four training courses consisting
of 100 governent officials per each course are expected to be carried out in 2017. The four training
courses will focus on cooperation between relevant networks and MBEk iarat coastal areas.

3.5.3 Training of Social Workers

In 2016, a total &#29 MSDHS offcials operating in the MSDHS shelters were trained
on providing adequate protection to child victims The two training programs aimed to create
increased understanding of the specific needs and services of children in line with the Child
Protection Policyand Procedure, which was implemented in 2015. Furthermore, discussions were
held to draft the Child Protection Policy and Procedure Standards Guideline in collaboration with
Save the Children. It is hoped to be completed and implemented in 2017.

Additionaly, the MSDHS and the IOM are developing an Action Plan aimed at
increasing soci al wor k er s,fas Wweh aswskilss dogcenduatradd u n d
provide adequate rehabilitation treatment to victims of trafficking. One of the key objectives of the
Action Plan is to design a basic training course on how to care and assist for victims and potential
victimsd ment al health and well being. This ba
and expert social workers, including psychologists.

Given the importance of the role of social workers in the victim recovery process, the
MSDHS convened 0 Tr ai ni ng of toprovade MSDHS offipialsmperattngnin the
MSDHS shelters with understanding and adequate communication, leadetsthpyemdl skills
to assist victims to come to terms with what they have been through, as well as to empower victims
as individuals.

13 anguage coomitors do not have the legal right to assist during the victim identification process, but are only
allowed to assist in facilitating the initial screening of victims. Registered interpreters bear the main responsibility in
assisting the victim identificat process.
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Table 17 Additional training courses provided by the MSDHS

Empowerment Training Courses Case Study Training Course to  Meeting aimed to provide
for Social Workers improve efficiency of MSDHS  better quality service to those

officials facing social problems in
emergency situations

E Two training courses for E Two training courses for 90 E Target GroupHot line

200 MSDHS officials held in =~ MSDHS officials held in 2016 officers as well as MSDHS

2016 E Target Group : MSDH dffials  officials and Voluntary
operating in the shelters Interpreters

E Target Group: MSDHS

officials operating in the fBasic knowledge on human - Provide knowledge and bette

shelters in particular officials trafficking situation in Thailand ~ understanding on how tavrk

looking after child trafficking ~ fRelevant AntHuman Trafficking N the social assistance centt
victims laws - Follow up on victims assistec

- Foster good working

fIProtection assistance process f ) : .
relationship between agencie

fl Learn how to deal with victims of trafficking i . 5
emotional and problem IShare experiences and review gm IW S 10 C'imp';‘?"e 2l )
management working process evelop coordinating proces:

f Able to deal with stressful  qskills, techniques, awdys to
situations work smarter including working

{l Increase working efficiency  guidelines that are transferable

9 Empowerment assisting the protection of victin

3.5.4 Training of Witness Protection Officials

This yeara regional workshop onwitness protection was held between witness
protection officials and a team of government representatives and experts from all 10 ASEAN
countries, including Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thallaand Vietham. The workshop provided a platform for government
representatives and experts on witness protection to share experiences and best practices to over
200 witness protection officials. Furthermore, a regional meeting on assisting witnesses in th
judicial process and protection of witnesses was convened. The said meetingTdgriéstifto
host a workshop on witness protection in 2017.

3.6 Increased efforts in providing protection to persons in vulnerable situations

Thailand haalways etended protection to all victims of trafficking regardless of their
status Persons in vulnerable situations, such as irregular migrants, stateless people, children, and
refugees who become victims of traffickinggeasted the same service and assistam@s any
Thai or foreign victims. These services include education, accommodation, food, clothing,
vocational training, medi cal care and so fort
consistent with our longstanding tradition of hum&miam, which entails protection to all
persons in vulnerable situations regardless whether they are victims of trafficking or not.

3.6.1 Child and women trafficking victims
Thailand adheres tchaman-rights based approach for the best interests dfi¢ child,
providing child and gender sensitive protection to child victims in accordance with
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international standards and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Childrurthermore, in
accordance with the Aiiuman Trafficking Act (B.E.2551), the MSDHS/joles protection to all

foreign children regardless if they are trafficking victims or not including Rohingya and Uyghur
children. In 2016, there were a totaR®8 child victims (under 18 years of age). Of the total
number of child victims assisted i1&@1 were boys and 241 were girle terms of age there

were 90 child victims aged 15 and younger and 192 child victims aged bétveesrd5

Table 18 Number of Child Victims assisted in the MSDHS Shelters between 2012016 (by
type of exploitation, by nationality, by age, and by gender)

2015 2016
Types of Exploitation Types of Exploitation
é\\&* Sexual Exploitatiqg Forced Labo| Begging sz'}@ Sexual Exploitatio| Forced Labo| Begging
&\o(\ 0-15 15-18 | 0-15]| 15-18| 0-15|15-18 Total ,g\\o 0-15 15-18 | 0-15| 15-18| 0-15| 15-18|Total
%fb M |[F (M |F MIF [M|F IM|F IM|F N M [F M |F MIF IM|F IM|F |[M|F
Thai 34 58 2 126 [Thai 7] 58 6| 119 1 1 192
Myanmar 1 3| 2[ 1] 5 6 60 [Myanmar 1 15 3 7 7 33
Laotian 11 23 3/ 10| 3 74 |Laotian 2 23 3| 1 3 2 4 38
Cambodian 1 1 3 2l 1 9 |Cambodian 1 3| 4 1 9
Bangladeshi 4 23 83 |BangladesHi
Rohingya 22 17 119 [Rohingya 2 4 6
Viethnamese Vietnamesd 3 3
Filipino Filipino 1 1
47 85 31 4/57] 9 2| 1 7] 61 6| 158 8| 3| 17| 10| 3| 8 1
Total 47 85 35 66 3 236 Total 68 164 11 27 11 1 |282
144 324 3 232 38 12

On the efforts to identify children and women victims, in 2016, theré2defenale
police inquiry officials responsible for victim protectionin various provinces. This was an
increase from 172 officers in 2015, or a pBcentincrease Female police inquiry officials and
social workers have been trained to identify victimaffa€king, as well as in interview techniques
to gather information on sensitive issues related to gender and age, especially for women and
children. These officers support the work of MDTs in identifying and providing protection.

Children who enter trghelter are first notified of their rights in a ehiéchdly manner by
using media, such as cartoons, in 7 languag@sxcluding Cambodian, Chinese, Englisiotian,
Myanmar, Thai, and Vietnamese.

Children accompanying their parents who are victimedfadkingare not separated from
their parents and receive special attention in this regar@nce the parent is identified as a
victim they are placed in the MSDHS shelter along with their children. The Pathum Thani Shelter
serves as a family reunificatshelter where the MSDHS provides separate rooms for families to
stay together. Furthermore, children do not face deportation but, on the contrary, are repatriated or
resettled along with their parents once the case has ended.

For pregnant victims of trdficking, additional assistance is providedn four MSDHS
shelters. Additional assistance includes an educational nursery center where mothers can learn abou
the pregnancy process as well as approlpriate
social, and physical health. Moreover, the MSDHS also assists in registering the birth of the baby, as
well as contacting respective Embassies to provide legal identity documents.
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Education for child trafficking victims remains one of the top priorites for the
MSDHS. Inside the shelters, Thai children receive the same education based on the standardized
Thai curriculum taught by officers and staffs who have passed the training course of the Office of
the NonFormal and Formal Education. This is toussghat Thai child victims study the same
curriculum and receive the same educational standards as any Thai children outside the shelters.
Examinations are carried out with children outside the shelters to evaluate the quality of the
education inside thshelters. Furthermore, once these children leave the shelters they can transfer
their credits to local schools or pursue further education once they return home. In the same
manner, foreign children are equally provided with education. The MSDHS hasusntin
cooperated with Save the Children, UNHCR, and IOM as well as local schools on providing foreign
children with quality education. For example, foreign children who have some skills in Thai are put
in local schools near the shelter. This has alldweckis to realize their own potential as well as
reintegrate them back into society.

For unaccompanied children between the ages of 5 to CBiktheCare Unit service
provides activities aimed at fosterinwgll the c
evaluate the childds | earning bementaljaodsociain f ou
behavior.

3.6.1.1 Childred s Ad v o c albajand@a&CT)t e r

In terms of protection, the Childiemdvocacy Center (ACT) serves asog-in center
open to all child victims during the day. Furthermore, ACT assists child victims through every
step of the judicial process as well as provides rehabilitation and counseling programs. Recreational
activities such as music, baking, and crafting@apralgled to child victims through coordination
with NGOs. Furthermore, by implementing a dhiéhdly approach, ACT staffs including law
enforcement officials are able to create trust with child victims. This has fostered collaboration
between law enfeement officials and child victims. On expansion gl@ishas now opened a
center in Chonburi Province (Pattaya) with the collaboration of A21

3.6.2 Stateless trafficking victims

For victims of trafficking who are stateless people, Thailand hiasiezbrib provide
additional support bgranting Thai citizenship. In these circumstances, the MSDHS will work
closely with the MOI to grant Thai citizenship to victims of trafficking whom are stateless persons
SO as to protect them from beingvigtimizedas well as to ensure that their basic rights and needs
are secured once they leave the shelters. Nonetheless, the MSDHS has continued to assists in
citizenship verification regardless whether the person is a trafficking victim or not.

Thailand has beeunllfy committed to reducing and preventing statelessness as a means to
protect all persons from become vulnerable to being traflick#@ll6, the MOI granted Thai
citizenship to 8,145 formerly stateless peopl®ecently, on 7 December 2016, Glabinet
approved two resolutions to further address the issue of statelessness and promote the
rights of stateless persons in Thailandas proposed by the MOI.

The Cabinet first approved in principle the draft Ministerial Regulation to specify the status
and condibns to stay in Thailand for persons who are born in Thailand but do not possess Thai
nationality. This Regulation, once officiated,gvatt foreign children born in Thailand the
right to legally stay in Thailand following the rights of their parerdad preventing them from
being criminalized as illegal immigrants. In addition, the Cabinet also approved a resolution on
Guidance and Measures to address nationality and status problem of stateless students and persons
born in Thailand. This resolutiomabledoreign children who were born in Thailand to apply
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for Thai nationality, given the conditions of either their parents are from ethnic minority groups
who were registered with the MOI and have lived in Thailand for not less than 15 years, or their
parents are from other groups but the childre
equivalent. Children who are currently studying can also apply for Thai nationality to the MOI.
Abandoned children can also apply if they have lived in Timatadeds than 10 years and have
certification from relevant agencies under the MSDHikSpolicy can potentially grant access
to Thai nationality up to 80,000 children in Thailand.

These t wo Resol utions strongly reaf firm
statelessness, and as a progressive role model to address this issue at the international level.

3.6.3 Irregular Migrants and lllegal Immigrants trafficking victims

In some cases where victims of trafficking are irregular migrants or illegahisarigya
will not be subject to prosecution under illegal entry of the country in accordance with Section 41 of
the AnttHuman Trafficking Act (B.E. 2551). This has not only fostered collaboration between the
victim and the government, but has also pgestedctims from being-actimized.

Thailand provides protection to all groups of vulnerable peoplevho are at risk of
becoming victims of trafficking, including irregular migrants such as Rohingyas and illegal
immigrants such as Uyghtir§hese groupsf irregular migrants and illegal immigrants include
children and children accompanying their parents. Currently, tHé&s2 Rahingya women and
children in the care of MSDHS including 77 trafficking victims and 75 illegal immigrants.

Table 19 Number of Rohingya illegal immigrants assisted in MSDHS Shelters 2012D16
(by gender and agg

MSDHS Shelers 012 1215 1518 18 and above | TOTAL
(by Province)

M F M F M F M F
Surat Thani Province 9 10 - 15 - - - 8 42
Phang Nga Province 7 6 1 1 - 4 - 33 22
Pattani Province - - 1 - - - - 1
Ranong Province 3 - - - - - - 2 5
Songkhla Province 1 i ) i i i i ) 1
(Home for boys)
Songkhla Province ) 1 ) i i i i ) 1
(Home for girls)
Nonthaburi Province - - 3 - - - - - 3
TOTAL 20 17 4 17 - 4 - 13 75

Thailand works with international organizations such as the UNICEF, IOM,
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and RSC to provide protection through
health-related activities. In terms of cultural and religious sensitivities, continued specialized
assistance, in coordination with relevant partners, are provided by allocating space for Muslim
prayirg, provision of halal food, and psychological activities.

Taking into account that irregular migrants and illegal immigrants are vulnerable to being
trafficked, the government has extended protection to all irregular migrants and illegal immigrants

14There are no Uygirwomen and children under the care of the MSDHS.
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who ae not trafficking victims. Currently, there 0@ Rohingyas under the care of the
Immigration Bureau. Medical assistance is provided while cooperation with NGOs, the National
Human Rights Commission of Thailand, and United Nations Organizations lemesseis also
undergoing.

IMAGE 12:
Allocated space
for Muslim
praying at the
IDCs

Significant progress has been made to increase accommodations for Rohingya men not
identified as trafficking victims at immigration detention centers (IDCs). Currently, the Immigration
Bureau is undergoing constroctof a new IDC, which will provide sufficient space for not only
Rohingya men but also other groups of illegal immigrant<88iisllion THB (13.94 million
USD) project will ease overcrowding and will serve as a rehabilitation centenproving the
livelihoods of those temporarily staying in the IDC. Additional budget was also allocated to
improving IDCs in Songkhla and Ranong Province. This year, the UNHCR has pledged to donate a
25million THB (0.71 million USD) rehabilitation center to the IDC irgkde Province. The
rehabilitation center, which is still undergoing construction, will be equipped with a medical center
and sports area.

3.7 Remedy and compensation

Victims of trafficking are able to é@mpensated through 4 channelghe Anti-Human
Trafficking Fund, the Labor Compensation, the Compensation of Injured Person, and the
Compensation in accordance with Section 35 of the Adtiuman Trafficking Act (B.E.
255). The AntiHuman Trafficking Furieland the Compensation of Injured Person aresgrant
supported by the government, whilst the Labor Compensation and the Compensation in accordance
with Section 35 of the Adluman Trafficking Act (B.E. 2551) are claims from employers or
perpetrators. It should be highlighted that any person who isadegivictims of trafficking are
automatically compensated through the-Hmthan Trafficking Fund. For victims of labor
exploitation, any unpaid wages are paid through the Labor Compensation. While the Compensation

15The amendment of the Asfiuman Trafficking Act (B.E. 2558) in 2015 allows for the transfer of all fines collected
from perpetrators to be transferred to the-PMuoiinan Tafficking Fund, which has been applied to in 2016.
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of Injured Person and Section 35 of &mi-Human Trafficking Act (B.E. 2551) is granted

depending
In addition, the MSDHS is exploring the possibility of granting a daily financial support of

on

t he

courtds

ver di

ct .

approximately 300 THB (8.6 USD) per day to victims who are unable to merthex$I1SDHS

shelters.

Table 2Q Detailed explanation ofremedy and compensation given to victims of trafficking

Type of Compensation in Anti-Trafficking in Labor The Compensation of
Compensation | accordance with Persons Fund Compensation | Injured Person
Section 35
1. Applicable The AntiTrafficking in | The AntiTrafficking in Labor Damages for the Injured
law Persons Act (B.E 255 Persons Act (B.E 2551) | Protection Act | PersorandCompensation
(B.E. 2541) and expenses for the
Accused in the Criminal
Case Act (B.E. 2544)
2. Persons Victims of human All victims of human Labor workers | Victims of the following
entitled to trafficking trafficking (In case there | offences under the
payments (Entitledto file are unpaid Criminal Code:
compensation claim) wages) (1) Offence Relating to
Causing Public Danger
(Section 224 and 238)
(2) Offence relating to
Sexuality (Sect. 2287)
(3) Offence against Life
and Body
(4) Offence against
Liberty and Reputation
(5) Offence against
Property
3. Payments Offenders Government (Ani Employers Government (Rights and

received from
whom

Trafficking in Persons
Fund)

Liberties
Protet¢ion Department)

4. Amount As granted by the 1. Living expenses of | As ordered by | In accordance with the
received Court 3,000 Baht (3 times/ | Labor Inspector| Ministerial Regulation or ¢
year) or organized by| the Committee deems
2. Medical treatment the Labour appropriate
3. Rehabilitation expens| Court
4. Lost wages
5. Consumer goods
6. Accommodation
7. Education/Training
8. Legal assistance
9. Repatriation expense
10.Expense fothe return
to Thailand
11.Other
5. When will After a Court verdict | When the suloommittee | When employer| When the committee
payment be has agreed on the amour make the agrees on the amount to
received to be paid payment paid
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3.7.1 The amount of compensation given to victims of trafficking
In 2016, a total of 23 trafficking victims were conapetdy the Compensation of Injured

Person of the Rights and Liberties Protection Department (MOJ), amounting to 455,000 THB
(13,000 USD). In comparison to 2015, only 6 trafficking victims were compensated amounting to
180,000 THB (5,142 USD) represerdiig2ercenincrease.

The AnttHuman Trafficking Fund of the Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security compensated 648 victims in the same period amounting to 5,308,792.90 THB (151,679
USD).

As for trafficking victims in the labor sector, 58@es were assisted and unpaid wages and
overtime claimed to the amount of 3,838,304 THB (109,655 USD). In comparison to 2015, only
3,348,736 THB (95,678 USD) was allocated to 77 persons illustrating an increaperoeht.62

Under the Compensationaccordance with Section 35 of the Auman Trafficking Act
(B.E. 2551), 61 victims have filed claim for compensation accumulating to 13,486,671 THB (385,333
USD). Following a trial verdict of seven cases, the court found 15 victims eligible fortcmmpensa
The 15 victims were compensated amounting to 1,656,100 THB (47,317 USD). The remaining
victims are awaiting trial verdict.

Table 21 The amount of compensation given to victims of trafficking iR22056

Types of remedy ad

. 2015 2016 Increased/Decreased
compensation by
The Anti-Human 7,171,513 THB 5,808,566.90 THB 1,362,946.1
Trafficking Eund (204,900 US) (165,959 USD) (38,941 USD)
9 (472 persons) (648 persons) (-19.0196p

1,656,100 THB
(47,317 USD)

The Compensation in *33 victims have filed claim *28 more victims filed clain

: f tion of (15 vctims) f tion of
aCCO_rdance with Org?gg?geggé}r:-?g ? *61 victims have filed claim Org,(,:g??g??g;a}r:-?g ?
Section 35 (280,368 USD) for compensation of (104,965 USD)

13,486,671 THB

(385,333 USD)
. 180,000 THB 455,000 THB 275,000 THB
Tnhjrggg‘gg';a“"” e (5,142 USD) (13,000 USD) (7,857 USD)

I (6 persons) (23 victims) (+152%)
The Labor 3,348,736 THB 3,838,304 THB 489,568 baht
Comoaneation (95,678 USD) (109,665 USD) (13,987 USD)
P (38 persons) (58 victims) (+14.62%)

16 Fund decrease due to the fact that in 2015 majority of victims who received compensation were Thai victims
trafficked abroad. The cost of repatriating Thai victims amounted to 1,651,200 THB (47, a¥he Sizerall
compensation. While in 2016, the fund did not contribute to repatriating any Thai victims abroad.
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3.8 Hotline and other supports channels

3.8.1. The MSDHS hotline channel

Since its initiation in 20IBh ai | andds Soci alorAstshe t@h3x®0 CHa
has proactively responded to social violence by providing immediate hotline assistance including to
victims of trafficking.

In 2036, the total number of caltereased from 44,729 to 63,456 calghich represents
a 41.8percenincrease from 2015. From January 2016 to December 2016, a total of 269 calls were
related to human trafficking, representing a pert2nincrease fromk86 calls in 2015. Out of all
the calls, 185 were child victims (131 from forced labor and 55 from sexual exploitation) and 83
were adult victims, all of which were subjected to sexual expldiapoesent, the OAG has
filed 70 cases from the 269 calls

As of 2016, there were a total of 43 interpreters providing 20 languages for the SAC
compared to 12 interpreters providing 10 languages in 2015. In 2017, however, the SAC plans to
conduct two training programs aimed at having a total of 80 intexpoekang within the system.

Table 22 Status of calls from the SAC hotline

S Investigator Prosecutor Court TOTAL
fatus On Trial | Convicted | (Cases)
Human Trafficking Case 22 24 4 20 70
Not Human Trafficking Case?? 6 11 12 17 46
Advising 138
Furthe_r supported by relevant 15
agencies
TOTAL (Calls) 269

3.8.2 The MOL hotline channel

The MOL has initiated three different su
the 01694 Hotlined services as wel/l as the
further details on the MOL hotlirplease refer to Section 4.7.3 of the Prevention Chapter.

The DLPW is responsible foomplaint procedureas follows:

1 Employee complaint against empley2irPW will assign local authorities in the area to
proceed with the complaint and report it toDhé&W within 30 days. The complaint
procedure is done in confidentiality.

1 Employee complaint against officfall3l PW will assign relevant agencies to investigate
the complaint, which is done in confidentiality. If the official is found guilty he/she will
be punished in accordance with the law.

The DOE is responsible fproviding protection to those who file complaint as follows:

1 Name and address are concealed

1 Authorities are prohibited from exposing name, address, and other evidence that may
reveal thedientity of those who file complaint

1 In life threatening circumstances, those who file complaint will be protected in
accordance with the witness protection law.

PF
e

17These cases are filed for prostitution, illegal entry, no identity document, and illegal work instead
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Investigate entire company to conceal the identity of those who file complaint

Preliminary exaination of complaint conducted within one day. DOE authorities will
examine information and evidence and cooperate with relevant agencies to proceed with
further assistane

E ]

Diagram 29 Overview of hotlines services and other support channels

CKFEAfTlIYRQa {20AFf ! a&AadllwsOs SAC

Social Assistance Centre

initiated in 2013
In 2016.63.456call f Increased 1300
S DS TR by 41.86% e lE LIS

SMART LINE FOR SMART LIFE

| " 20 15 .44 . 72 9ca| |S Ministry of Social Development
Out of all the cases in 2016, and Human Sacurtty

DN ETCIETENEE 185 were child victims

Human 269 186 T

Trafficking 51.12% 2017 2016

ca"s Languages interpreters Languages interpreters
SAC 20 80 20 43
In 2017, SAC plans to conduct 2 interpreter training
programs in order to double the numbers of interpreters.

Hotline Servicen

Multilingual support website
W5h9 | StLI YSQ

3.8.3 Centralized hotline
Given the numbeof hotlines available for different types of situations, the government

recently proposed to reform and centralize T
Hotl ineo. As part of the reform, ciractlyltsthea n d c ¢
SAC6s 01300 Hotlinedé turning the SAC into a

assistance from specialized staffs and trained interpreters. Furthermore, emergency dispatch teams
would also be on standby to provide immediaten for calls that are related to human trafficking.
The centralized hotline ishoped to be finalized within 2017

18 Process of providing assistarmges from cases to cases.
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3.9 Safe repatriation and Resettlement

In 2016, Thailand conductedfe repatriation to 243 victimsn close coordination with
orign countries and families in Thailand. These include 22 Cambodians, 84 Myanmar, 98 Laotian,
24 Vietnamese, and 15 Bangladeshi. Moreover, with the help from UNHCR and IOM a total of 49
Rohingya trafficking victims and 14 Rohingya illegal immigrants whreesattled in a third
country including in the US (61), Canada (1) and New Zealand (1) of which the majorities are
mothers and children. While in 2015, only 38 Rohingya trafficking victims and 11 Rohingya illegal
immigrants were resettled in the USesgmting a 28.peércenincrease from last yeat.phesent,

Thailand is continuing dialogue with other countries in expanding resettlement opportunities.

For Bangladeshi victims, close coordination between the MSDHS and IOM was established
to follow upand evaluate the readiness of each family prior to repatriation as well as facilitate the
return of the victims to their respective communities. In 2016, a total of 15 Bangladeshi victims were
repatriated in comparison to 24 Bangladeshi victims in 2015.

y - 3 B
Image 13 A group of trafficking victims are Image 14 UNHCR andOM, in collaboration
repatriated back to their respectiveroanities with the MSDHS, resettles Rohingya traffickir

victims to a third country

3.10 Providing reintegration assistare and from being retrafficked

The government has continued to provide reintegration assistance to both Thai and foreign
victims in order to support victims to return to a normal way of lifivand safety. The type of
assistance is targeted to meet beneficiarieso
follow up have been undertaken by all 72 provincial MSDHS affi8e$, and 12 months to
periodically assess the reintegtion processof the victims. Nevertheless, if victims show signs
of being rdrafficked social workers will coordinate with relevant agencies to provide assistance.

On the other hand, th€ase Management Meeting (CMM)continues to allow the
MSDHS to fdiow up on the reintegration process of Myanmar and Laotian victims. This year two
CMM were held between Thailand and Myanmar to update on the wellbeing of the victims as well as
share experiences and best practices on reintegration assistance. Foeigtheicfions, the
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MSDHS will coordinate with other relevant agencies and international organizations, such as the
IOM, to follow up on the reintegration process.

While realizing the sovereignty and jurisdiction of each country, Thailand continues to
increase capacity building with origin countries to ensure smooth and durable transition of victims.
In 2016, Thailand and Myanmar also signed an SOP on repatriation and reintegration of
Myanmar victims. Furthermore, during-£2 June 2016, ngoSwpmrwigram G
carried out in Yangon by bringing together 12 Myanmar victims who have been repatriated back to
Myanmar, and Thai officials, to
share their experiences on the
repatriation  process.  This
program has brought out many

constructive ideas and
reflections, which will help
i mprove Thailandods

and reintegration assistance in
the future.

IMAGE 15:0 Sur vi v or
Gat heringd in
Myanmar betweenrf2June
2016

In addition, Alliance Anfirafic (AAT) has continued to
cooperate closely with the MSDHS in preparing victims for repatriation and reintegration by
providing knowledge and advice to victims. Once victims have been repatriated, AAT and MSDHS
continue to work closely with victims to follow up on their reintegration process to ensure that
victims will not be vulnerable to beingradficked. This yeaAAT and the MSDHS together with

Lao based NGOs and the Lao Government has launched a program in Vientiane, Laos by opening a
coffee shop for Laotian trafficking victims. The said program is aimed to provide an opportunity for
Laotian victims who have beaepatriated from Thailand to be able to work once they return back
home.

3.11 Continuing to provide assistance to Thai victims of trafficking abroad

InE.2 In 2016, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs facilitated the
P return of80 Thai nationals identified as vitms of trafficking
FOCUS{ ; from sexual exploitation, forced labor and other forms of
2016 trafficking in persons Thai Embassies around the world also

coordinate with various Thai won
| purpose. Of the victims assisted from Bahrain, Oman,
;'"'.I\In Pronf  Swtzerland, Japan, lItaly, Denmark, Malaysia, South Korea,
Finland, Israel, United States of America, and South Africa, none
! were under the age of 18. Upon arrival in Thailand, those assisted
are informed of their rights to protection; nonetheless, the
. ultimate decision lies with the victim themselves. All the

i trafficking victims requested protection from the MSDHS but

| have now safely returned home.

Moreover, this year a total 8 crew members were
rescued from an Indonesian boat (the Ambon and Benjina







